QUICK AND EASY-TO-APPLY PAINKILLER

Nebraska Horse Twitch

"One man can quickly and easily put the
Nebraska Twitch on the horse himself. It
clamps on the animal's nose and
automatically locks in postion,” says
Dennis Manning, Roosevelt, Utah, a
farrier who hand-crafts the quick and easy-
to-apply painkilling device.

"For special shoeing jobs, and other
treatments which are apt to cause the
animal 1o feel pain, I put the twitch on

the nose and close it. I then watch the
horse's eyes to see how tight to make the
twitch.  Studies in Holland show that
some sort of internal painkiller is released
when pain is applied on the horse's nose.
With a liule experience, you can tell
when that happens,” explains Manning,

The twitch, about 11-in. long, fits over
the horse's nose and is held in position by
a ring caught in a series of notches. To
remove the twitch, you push its two arms
together slightly to release the ring.

The twitch sells for S10.

For more information, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, The Forge, Dennis

Manning, Box 2178, Rt 2, Roosevelt,
Utah 84066 (ph 801 722-4261).

The Schladweilers made a giant

turkey out of a straw bale.

Look! A
Turkey In
The Straw

"People came from all over to see our
unusual turkey,” says Georgia Schlad-
weiler, Bay City, Wis., who, along with
husband Donald, and daughters Theresa
and Patricia, turned a 1,500-1b. big bale of
soybean straw into the biggest gobbler
yOu ever saw.

"We had it up for about a month
around Thanksgiving time last fall. We
got the idea from seeing a picture of
something similar in a farm magazine,"
Georgia told FARM SHOW.

"The head and neck are cut out of a 4
by 8-ft. plywood sheet. Two steel posts
hold the 8-ft. 1all head securcly against
the bale. We made the framework for the
8 1/2-fi. wil out of 1 by 2's, then covered
it with orange, yellow and brown
broadcloth--a fabric used in coats,” notes
Georgia, adding that the popular "turkey
in the straw" will probably become an
annual Thanksgiving atraction on the
Schladweiler farm.

Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup,
Don & Georgia Schladweiler, RR. 1,
Box 89, Bay City, Wis. 54723 (ph 715
273-4931).
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An internal painkiller is released
when "twitch" is clamped onto
horse's nose.

Two farmers involved in International
Harvester Farmall-656 tractor accidents
two days apart may not be the last farmers
injured as a result of the tractor's design,
according 1o Larry Rietz, an Owatonna,
Minn., attorney for the farmers.

"These products were defective when
they were manufactured, and they're just
an accident waiting 10 happen,” Rietz
said.

Lloyd Veer, 59, Walhalla, N. Dak.,
recently settled out of court for S1.5
million after a 1985 tractor accident that
left him unable to work.

Wayne Klapperich, Faribault, Minn.,
also settled out of court for $200,000 after
a similar accident that put him in the
hospital for 21 days.

International - Harvester made  about
21,000 of the gasoline-powered tractors
involved -- model F-656 -- from the early
1960's until 1971, Rietz said.

The design of the tractor is defective,
Rictz alleges, because the gas tank is
above and behind the engine.

When a tractor engine is worked in the
ficld for a long period of time, its
manifold gets red hot. A gas tank above
and behind the engine will be subjected to
100 much heat, Rictz said.

Many of the tractors are still in use. "I
would say thousands of them are out there
today. And the problem doesn't just
involve the F-656," Rietz said. "It also
involves some of the other gas-powered
IH tractors manufactured up until 1971."

The last 4,000 units of the F-656
manufactured had a heat shield-insulation
package on them, Rictz said. That
package consists of a piece of fiberglass
between the heat shield and the fuel tank.

Bill Greenhill, director of external
communications for Chicago-based Navi-
star, formerly known as International

World

Editor's Note: Most of what goes into Ag World stems from story ideas sent to us
by readers. This special section of FARM SHOW touches on the lighter side of
farming and ranching — everything from human interest stories, to unusual
hobbies, to unique things farm families are doing for fun or profit.

If vou've read or heard a good Ag World type story you'd like to share with
others, send it to: FARM SHOW, Box 1029, Lakeville, Minn. 55044

Attorney: IH Tractor Design
Could Cause More Accidents

By Diane Price
Harvester, refused to comment about the
out-of-court settlements. or allegations
that the TH F-656 is unsafe.

Navistar sold its tractor lines o J.L
Case in 1985, and no longer builds or
distributes tractors.

However, Greenhill said that IH made
a sincere effort 1o correct the problem of
pressure in the fuel tanks back in the
1970's, when the problem became
apparent,  He said fuel tank caps that
would release pressure and prevent geisers
of fuel were distributed and made available
without charge to owners of the gasoline
tractors. The cap replacement program
was advertised through dealers and by
other means, he said.

Rietz said he was unable to document
an accident on a F-656 tractor that had the
insulation package installed. But the in-
sulation package was never offered 1o
owners of F-656 tractors that did not have
the package as original equipment, he
said.

As part of the cap replacement pro-
gram, IH encouraged dealers to have

tractor owners install the heat-shield
insulation package whenever it was
available.

But no specific warning told farmers
that they had better get the package on
their tractors, he said. "In my opinion,
the accidents would not have happened if
this insulation package had been installed
on those tractors,” Rielz said.

The Rietz law firm has a list of more
than 100 people in previous accidents
involving fuel-geisering incidents with
International Harvester's gas-powered trac-
tors, he said.

The accidents with the tractors have
several common factors Rietz said, such
as:

+ The operator operates the tractor for

approximately an hour and a half 10 two
hours on the day of the accident.

« The farmer usually starts out with a
full ank of fuel.

« Many of the accidents occur in the
carly spring or in the fall.

The last factor involves the use of
winter-grade  gasoline, which is more
volatile than summer-grade gasoline,
Rietz said.

"International Harvester feels that this
problem is greatly due to the fact that
volatility of gas has been increasing over
the years," Rietz said. "In the course of
these cases, it has been customary for
them 1o countersue the fuel companies
who provide the fuel."

Despite the out-of-court settlements,
International Harvester does not admit
guilt -- which is customary in this type of
settlement, Rietz said.

Greenhill, at Navistar, said he knows of
no company plans to wan farmers of a
possible fuel tank safety hazard or to
provide heat shields or caps.

David Brukardt, spokesman for Case-
IH, said Case-IH considers any problem
with the old tractors to be Navistar's
concern.  However, because Case-IH
services the F-656 tractors, "we would be
very willing to cooperate with Navistar (o
make any correction they think is
necessary."

Veer's medical bills came to about
$250,000, which was paid by insurance
and not included in the SL5 million
settlement.  The out-of-court settlement
was decided Dec. 10, 1986, in Chicago.
The trial had been scheduled for January 6.
(Reprinted with permission from
the Grand Forks Herald, Grand
Forks, N. Dak.)
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