LOADS, HAULS AND UNLOADS

Canadian Farmer Builds Self-Propelled Bale Hauler

“When your only job is to haul big
round bales, you need machines that
continue to work and make you
money,” says Paul Marshall. Unity,
Sask.

The commercial bale handlers he
looked at didn’t do a good enough
job, were hard to maneuver into the
feed yard, or simply cost too much.
So, the Unity, Sask. custom operator
built a self-propelled unit. The
machine will pick up big round bales,
haul them and unload them without
the operator having to leave the cab

“We bale 'em and trail 'em,” he
says. “We make money and we save
amers money hu(:;lusu v':L‘:\r)
don't have to invest in specialized
equipment. Besides, we can move
bales much faster and further than
most."

The first test for his hauler was in
bales that had wintered over in the
field. They weighed close to 2000 1bs.
each.

“When the loader fingers went
under them, and we heard the hy-
draulic system cut in and saw the bale
that was frozen into the ground come
up and roll onto the platform, we
knew we had a winner."

Marshall and his business partner
begin baling and hauling in mid-July
and continue until the snow stops
them. *‘Last year, | was hauling in late
November in the snow. One farmer
had a few bales still in the field, so he
plowed a road to them and I hauled
them out.”

His first bale hauler was a Morris
Bale Hiker pulled behind a Chevy
3-ton. It did a good job but was very
difficult to maneuver around a feed
yard, he says.

“To buy a new self-propelled unit
would cost about $85,000. A 3-
year-old model I looked at was priced
at $50,000. With prices like that, |
decided to build our own."

our

Marshall made some ‘“‘crude
sketches” of what he thought would
do the job and showed them to a local
farmer, Gordon McLean. Over the
next three months, they built the
hauler.

The bale hauler is built on the chas-
sis of an old truck. “But [ won’t do
that again,” Marshall says. “We had
to make too many changes to incor-
porate the various hydraulic cylin-
ders, the engine and radiator.”

Mclean agrees. “If we were to
build another, we'd look for a good
transmission, differential and en-
gine, and mount them on the frame of
the hauier."

The machine is 32 ft. long and car-
ries 12, 5-ft. bales or 10, 6-ft. bales.
The loader can be adjusted to load
most sizes of round bales.

The cab is roomy and is built so the
operator can sit or stand. The suspen-
sion seat takes all the roughness out
of the fields. A water cooler and fan
control the cab’s temperature.

As a bale is approached, the loader
fingers slide under the bale and lift it.
When the bale reaches a certain
height, it rolls off the loader and
across the platform, leaving room for
the second bale. As soon as the sec-
ond bale is on the platform, a Caps-
tain winch moves the two bales back
to make room for two more.

The Capstain, or endless winch, is
the key to the bale mover, Marshall
says. “Once we figured how to move
the bales back on the platform and get
the carrier returned after each two
bales were moved, we had no trouble.
It works like a charm.”

To unload, the hauler is backed
into position and the platform raised.
The bales slide off or can be winched
off as the machine is moved ahead.

Marshall hauls bales anywhere
within a reasonable distance from his
home base at Unity. He charges $5 a

BASE OF UNIT ACTIVATES SPRAYER

Mineral Feeder Sprays
Cattle When They Lick

“It'll pay for itself again and again,”
says Irank Knapp, Mineral Point,
Wis.. inventor of a new automatic cat-
tle sprayer that completely coats each
animal with high velocity, low vol-
ume spray each time it enters for
mineral supplements or salt.

The sprayer consists of a metal
framework that cattle must enter to
reach the mineral feeder. As they do,
the weight of each animal pushes
down on the floor, activating several
spray nozzles located above the ani-
mal. It works without any human as-
sistance and requires no auxiliary
power since the weight of the animal
creates the pressure to activate the
sprayer.

“Cattle are consistently free from

pests. It prevents problems before
they ever begin,"” says Knapp, noting
that the sprayer applies 1to 2 oz. al a
time, coating each animal evenly
from head to tail. It eliminates
weight loss due to face flies, heel
flies, pink eye, and lice. It also elimi-
nates the need for round-ups to spray
cattle."”

Knapp builds the sprayer himself
and sells it for $950. He's looking fora
manufacturer to take over produc-
tion.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Frank
Knapp, Automatic Cattle Sprayer Co.,
Rt. 3, Mineral Point, Wis. 53565 (ph
608 987-2822).

bale for baling, including twine and
fuel, and $2.50 a bale for hauling up
to three miles, and then $1.50 per
load mile for farther distances. The
machirfe will travel at speeds up to 50
miles per hour.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Paul Mar-
shall, Unity, Sask. (ph 306 228-2345).

(Reprinted from Grainews, Win-
nipeg, Can.)

Phates courtiny of Grainews,

The 32-ft. long machine carries 12 5-ft. bales and has a top speed of 50

Ay

Bale hauler is built on the chassis
of an old truck.

Livestock sprayer works without human assistance or auxiliary
power.
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