Made It Myself
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Truck-Mounted Feed 'I‘ljuck "
Driven By Tractor PTO

Pennsylvania dairyman David Young fit-
ted a Mack truck with a pto gearbox from
a White tractor in order to geta live pto o
run his feed mixer box.

“We wanted to keep the mixer going
while we clutched the truck to stop, slow
downor shiftinto reverse. Everything we
could find on the market was driven off
the transmission and using hydraulic
motors to drive the mixer was t0o expen-
sive. Usinga tractor pto gives us what we
wanted at arcasonable price and it’s built
heavy-duty so it'll last a long time,” says
Young, who has about 300 head of dairy

cattle. He says the idea would work
wherever you want to stop and start re-
peatedly yet keep pto-driven equipment
running.

“In the past we used wagon-mounted
feed mixers pulled by tractors. But trac-
tors are gelting more expensive all the
time and they're not really made for stop-
ping and starting like we do when we're
feeding into bunks. This truck is made for
thiskind of work, equipped with air brakes
and a heavy-duty clutch.”

Young says pto gearboxes from White
tractorsover 100 hp. are ideal for this type
of application because they’re enclosed
in a detachable housing at the back of the
tractor. The self-contained units include
all gears and aclutch, which lets you shift
the pto between 540 and 1,000 rpm'’s. He
bought the pto from a salvage yard for
about $1,500.

The pto mounts in place of the passen-
ger scat inside the cab. It's direct-driven
off the crankshaft at the front of the Mack
engine. Young added twoextrapulleysto
the fan belt pulley. The pto input shaft
goes into the pto gearbox, down through

a series of gears to the pto output shaft
which connects up direct to the feed mixer
pto shaft. He also ran a shaft out the top
of the gearbox - by simply extending the
input power shaft so it extends out the
back of the gearbox - to power a hydraulic
pump that runs the gates and unloading
augers inside the mixer. He can put the
pto into and out of gear from the driver’s
seat. “Ialways have live pto and hydrau-
lics whether the truck is in gear or not,”
says Young.

When he bought the Mack truck, it had
afifth wheel on back which he removed.
He extended the frame of the truck back
1o support the mixer but left the wheels
where they were to keep a short turning
radius. The mixer is a formerly wagon-
mounted Swarts 850 feeder mixer. The
mixer was originally unloaded by a steel
webb-type conveyor but Young replaced
that with three short 4-in. dia. augers that
are driven by a hydraulic motor. *“The
web-type conveyors usually only last
about a year before they need replacing
but we've used these augers for about 2
years and they still don’t show any wear,”
says Young.

He spent $2,000 for the mixer wagon,
$2,500 for the truck, and about $1,800 for
the White pto gearbox. Total cost was just
a fraction of what a commercial self-
propelled feed mixer would have cost.
“We're really pleased with it. Does eve-
rything we expected and more,” says
Young.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
David P. Young, 349 Balance Mig. Rd.,
Peachbottom, Penn. 17563 (ph 717 548-
3507 or 2716).

Powerful Home-Built Forklift

“I built this forklift over 15 years ago for
use on my blueberry farm and it’s been a
steady workhorse for me ever since,”
says Ed Hills, South Haven, Mich.

“I used a lift tower off a used forklift.
The engine is a Chevrolet with a power
glide transmission. The drive and transfer
case arc from a 1954 International 1-ton
4-WD truck. The transfer case, together
with the power glide transmission, gives
it the low gears it needs.

“A hydraulic pump is driven by double

V-belts from the engine’s crankshaft to
provide power to the steering and for
lifting. The steering axle at rear is from a
1957 Chevrolet pickup. Mostof the frame
was built from scrap steel.

“I'Il lift about 1 ton and comes in
handy for all kinds of jobs around the
farm.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Ed
Hills,Rt. 5, 10121 60th St., South Haven,
Mich. 49090 (ph 616 253-4575).

Sickle Sections
Improve Marker

“My planter marker makes a more visible
mark eversince I bolted several old mower
sections on the edge of the disc. Works
greatinno-till,” says Hugh Moser, Jeffer-
son City, Tenn.

Moser plants corn in crimson clover
and in some heavy soil where the conven-
tional disc markers on his Deere 7000 6-
row planter don't leave much of a mark.
To solve the problem he bolted six old
mower sectionstothe edgeof cach marker
disc, spacing them evenly. The sections
extend about 2 in. out from the disc.

“The mower sections cut right through
heavy clover and trash,” says Moser.
“They won'talways cut all the way to the

ground, but they always leave a highly
visible mark.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Hugh J. Moser, 944 East A.J. Hwy., Jef-
ferson City, Tenn. 37760.
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Handy Mirror For Grain-Hauling Trucks

“Iused to drive truck for a local coopera-
tive. One day it was cold and raining and
the truck had iced over. When I stepped
out of the cab to check how much grain
was in the box before I moved ahead, 1
slipped and fell hard onto the ground. 1
decided then that there had to be a better
way (o monitor the truck load,” says Bob
Taylor, Barnum, lowa, who came up with
a handy mirror that he's been selling to
local co-ops and farmers.

“Tooperate, youroll your window down
about 8 in. and pull down on a handle to

flip the mirror up above the cab. To fold
the mirror down for transport, you just
push out on the handle.

*“The mirror is completely adjustable to
any truck. Attachesto the door, above the
existing mirror. Comes in 3 colors -
black, white or silver. It has passed all of
our durability tests and is now ready for
market. We sell them for $39.95.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Robert Taylor, Taylorgromics Mfg., RL
1, Box 25, Barnum, lowa 50518 (ph 515
542-3369 or 549-3592).
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