HANDLES TRACTORS, COMBINES, PICKUPS,
WOODROWERS OR SKID STEER LOADERS

New Low-Cost Way
To Tow Equipment

An all-purpose Ag-Tote-Al intro-
duced by Al's Custom Welding. of
Sheldon, lowa. makes it easy to tow
tractors (wide or narrow front end),
combines, windrowers or skid-steer
loaders behind your pickup. It will
handle tractors with implements
mounted or hitched behind and
comes equipped with an optional
winch for loading disabled equip-
ment, It also can be used to tow most
any car, truck or pickup behind your
pickup.

“It's built strong to handle a lot of
weight. It'll handle the biggest two
wheel drive tractor, and most any self

propelled  combine,  including
Deere’s 7700." Al Horton, inventor
and  manufacturer, told FARM
SHOW.

Equipment is loaded (and un-

loaded) via two portable ramps. Once
the machine is loaded, the ramps are
picked up and tossed into the back of
the pickup, or carried on the Ag-
Tote-Al platform.

Horton notes that most new trac-
tors have pressurized rear ends and
should be towed with the engine
running to insure porper lubrication
of the transmission and rear axles. In
transporting hydrostatic drive com-
bines, Horton recommends discon-
necting the drive, which involves
removing several bolts and only takes
a few minutes.

“The transport turns sharp corners,
has good maneuveribility and good
trailering ability down the road. De-
pending on the implement being
towed, it can be moved down the
road loaded at 20 to 35 mph.", ex-
plains Horton.

Cost of the basic unit is $990, in-
cluding the optional 2,500 Ib. winch,
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Once equipment is loaded, ramps
are removed and loaded onto
platform, or tossed inside pickup
bed.

Other options include an extension
hitch for towing combines, and
signal lights. Units designed for
handling windrowers have to be spe-
cial ordered to fit the owner's particu-
lar make and model. “Every win-
drower is different. We need to know
the make and wheel width of the
drive axle,” says Horton, who
charges $200 extra for modifying an
Ag-Tote-All to also transport win-
drowers. Units adapted for transport-
ing windrowers will handle three
skid-steer loaders whereas standard
models handle only two.

In towing tractors, the transport
carrier raises the front wheel only
about 3 in. off the ground. This “low
profile’” allows tractors with equip-
ment mounted behind to be towed
without having to worry about the
equipment hitting the ground as the
front of the tractor is raised. The
transport itself isn't equipped with
brakes, according to Horton: “Brakes
generally aren't required for the type
of towing for which the transport is
designed".

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Al's Custom Weld-
ing, Sheldon, lowa 51201 (ph.
324-4989 or box 241A).

Big self-propelled combine can be driven right onto platform. Exten-
sion hitch used when towing combine.
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Tractor front axle is cradled in cart’s lifting arm, then driven forward
to raise front wheels off ground for transport.

OPTIONAL RAMP ADAPTS IT
FOR ROW CROP FRONT ENDS

“Cart” Transports
Wide Front Tractors

New from Kosters Manufacturing,
Sioux Center, lowa, is a special cart
for transporting wide front tractors
with a truck or pickup. An optional
ramp allows it to also be used for tow-
ing tractors with narrow row-crop
front ends.

The tractor's front axle is cradled in
the cart’s lifting arm (see photos).
Once cradled, the tractor is driven
forward, causing the lifting arm to
raise up and over center, and into the
transport position. This “ride-on"
mounting design offers quick and
easy loading, and makes for straight
“no sway'' towing, according to the
manufacturer.

Ends of the lifting arm are adjusta-
ble in or out so they can be positioned
as needed to clear the tractor’s steer-
ing tie rod when raising or lowering
the tractor. “We've used the cart to
tow tractors as large as Deere's 4430,"
explains Gary Draayer, sales man-
ager. "It will handle a disabled trac-
tor, or a tractor with equipment
mounted or hitched behind.”

Kosters wide front tractor cart sells
for $485, including tires (15 in.) and
wheels.
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Transport will handle disabled
tractor, or a tractor with equip-
ment behind.

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Kosters Mfg. Co.,
51 3rd Street N.W., Sioux Center,
lowa, 51250 (ph 712-722-2661).



