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er wheels right onto tractor’s power ramp, wheelchair and all.

WHEELCHAIR SERVES AS DRIVER’S SEAT

Paraplegic Tractor For Handicapped

“It's one of the most popular new
products we've ever introduced,”
says Richard Steiner, president of
Steiner Corp., Orrville, Ohio, and
manufacturer of a first-of-its-kind
paraplegic tractor for the
handicapped.

“For persons confined to a wheel-
char, or persons who can't walk or

exert themselves because of a stroke,
heart problems or whatever, the chair
itself serves as the driver’s seat. The
driver simply wheels onto the
operator’s platform to board the
“freedom machine” — freedom to
mow the lawn, plow snow, or to sim-
ply drive around the farm to check
cattle, fences or crops.

WHAT’S GOING ON HERE?

Iowan Produces “World’s Biggest”” Ears Of Corn

“The last issue of FARM SHOW (Vol.
6, No. 4, 1982) featured pictures of
giant-size ears of corn and pumpkins
loaded on wagons, and cucumbers so
big they had to be hauled from the
field on a sled. Well, I believe | can
top all that with my world's biggest
corn ears,”” writes FARM SHOW
reader Stanley Mouser, of Wellsman,
lowa.

“I had the accompanying photo
postcard made from some snap shots
Itook of some corn I raised a few years
ago on a test plot for a seed corn com-
pany. It was a new experimental vari-
ety which they called *“Vine Corn".
Researchers were never able to de-
velop a stalk strong enough to hold
up these big ears. Consequently, the
ears grew right on the ground on a
vine, like a pumpkin or watermelon.

“To harvest them, the company
would send men out with ordinary
chain saws to cut them off, then hitch
onto them with these big “Cat" trac-
tors and drag them in. Now, our state
Highway Department is experi-
menting with the cobs by borning
them out and using them as culverts
at driveway crossings. An insulation
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company takes the bored-out pith,
dries il sells it for house insulation.
One ear will usually make enough to
insulate a six to eight room house,

“Now, the above "tall corn’ story is
the truth — up to a point. I'll let
FARM SHOW readers judge as Lo just
where | reached that point,” Stanley
told FARM SHOW.

“The giant-s

with chain saws,” then drug

home one al a time with a big
*Cat” tractor.”

ORDER FORM
FOR NEW
SUBSCRIBERS

e ears were cul off

Steiner's standard paraplegic
tractor is designed with hand con-
trols. However, special controls can
be custom-ordered, depending on the
driver’s needs. For example, steering
and other controls can be rigged for
foot operation for people with
little or no use of their arms or hands
“We'd even explore electric controls,

including steering, for quadraplegics
who have head and shoulder move-
ment but can't use their arms or legs,”

. Steiner told FARM SHOW.

To operate, the driver wheels right
onto the lowered power ramp plat-
form with the wheelchair. When on
the platform, the operator then raises
the power ramp to the “‘up” or
operating position. (If the tractor
should run out of gas or stall for any
reason, the power ramp will lower by
itself manually, allowing the driver
to back out with the wheelchair.)

The tractor is powered by an 18 hp,
2 cyl. Briggs and Stratton engine
(19.9 hp Onan engine is optional). It's
equipped with a two speed hydrosta-
tic transmission with infinitely vari-
able speed (0 to 8 mph) forward and
inreverse. Wheel base is 48 in., width
44 in., length 90 in., and height 46 in.
It weighs 950 Ibs. and has 21 by 11.00
tires in front, and 4.80 by 8.00 tires on
the rear. There's also a loud horn
which the driver can sound, if
needed. to call for help.

Currently available front-mounted
attachments for the tractor include a
48 in. or 60 in. lawn mower, 48 in.
tiller, 60 in. rotary broom, 48 in.
snowblower, and a 48 or 60 in.
power-angle blade. An optional re-
moveable bench seat is available
which allows persons not confined to
a wheelchair to operate the tractor.

The tractor itself, without any at-
tachments, sells for $5,695.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup. Steiner
Corp.. 12657 Church "oad, Orrville,
Ohio 44667 (ph 216 683-0055).
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Order Form For New Subscribers
| want to be first ta learn about latest new products. Please send me one full year's
subscription ($9.95 per year in the United States; $11.95 per year in Canada-payable in Canadian

dollars-and foreign countries). | understand | can cancel at any time and receive a full refund if not
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Make check payable to FARM SHOW . Clip and mail this coupon to: FARM SHOW, 8500 210th St
Johoson Building. P O Box 704, Lakevilli, Minn. 55044




