Help Stop Erosion With A “Puddler”

“I don’t know why more people
don't use these all the time.
They are absolutely the best
means of controlling erosion we
have in this area.”

So says Ross Carhart, Dove
Creek, Colo. The device he's
talking about is a home-made
“puddler” which leaves small
depressions in the soil to catch
and hold moisture.

Carhart made his puddler by
spacing old disk blades about 24
in. apart on a shaft and cutting
two half-moon notches in each
blade. The puddler shaft is 212
in. dia. drill pipe, which is
about four times heavier than
normal steel pipe. The back of
each blade is reinforced by four
steel braces welded to the shaft
and the blade.

As the blades turn, the solid
portion scoops out a hole in the
soil. The loosened dirt is then
dropped as the open section
comes around. Alternating the
notches and solid portions of
the blade (as shown) keeps the
puddler running smoothly and
evenly spaces "puddles’ across
the field.

Carhart pulls the puddler be-
hind a one-way disk, but he says
it could be used behind a chisel
plow, tandem or offset disk, or
almost any other tillage tool. His
puddler has not been tested in
permanent pasture and he
doubts if it would be strong
enough for use in unworked
soil. However, by using heavier
blades and axles, and possibly
adding some extra weight, it
could be used most anywhere,
he points out.

In normal operation, the
leading end of the puddler is
attached by a chain to the rear of
the one-way disk. The disk

gangs on a one-way operate at
approximately a 45° angle to the
direction of travel, and the pud-
dler is set to run at about 90° to
the one-way disk. The working
angle of the puddler determines
the size of holes scooped out by
each blade. For deeper puddles,
the cable from the trailing end of
the puddler to the front end of
the one-way disk is lengthened.
Shortening the cable reduces
puddle size.

Carhart says he never uses a
disk anymore without the pud-
dler behind it. And, with proper
disk spacing and puddler angle,
he can even puddle row crops to
reduce water runoff.

The puddler requires about
10% as much power as the til-
lage tool it is working behind
says Carhart. Holes are scooped
out to about the depth the soil
has already been worked.

Carhart says the biggest holes
dug by the puddler will hold a
five-gallon bucketful of water
with no trouble. “We had 8%z in.
of rain during an unusual wet
summer spell. Puddled fields
had almost no erosion and very
little runoff,” says Carhart. “The
puddles filled up while it was
raining, but it had all soaked in
before the next rain came. Fields
that hadn't been puddled were
eroded so badly you could
hardly drive through them."”

By using old disk blades and
other scrap materials, Carhart's
puddler cost him only about $50
to build. He says anyone with a
little ingenuity and a welder can
put one together in a short time.

For more information, con-
tact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Ross Carhart, Carhart Feed and
Seed, Dove Creek, Col. 81324
(ph 303 677-2233).

David Dambacher, Divernon,
I11., practically doubled the
capacity of the hopper on his
[HC air planter by slicing off the
upper half, then extending it
upwards while adding a “cor-
set” of sheet metal.

The fiberglass hopper lent it-
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self very well to this process,
The sheet metal is attached to
the fiberglass with closely
spaced rivets.

All this added up to increas-
ing capacity 11 bu. to 20 bu. for
each hopper.
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Home-Built Hog Medicator

You almost have to see it to
believe it — a surplus men's
restroom urinal serving as a hog
water medicator.

The idea has been in use sev-
eral years on the California hog
ranch of Leo Carano, Cayucos,
who dreamed up the system,
Carano produces 5,000 to 6,000
finished hogs a year.

Carano says any hog producer
who doesn’'t want to spend a
small fortune on a manufac-
tured medicator can make this
low-cost idea his own. He
bought his army surplus urinals
from a Los Angeles plumbing
supply house. Cost, five years
ago, was only $3 each. When he
bought them, his intention was
to use them as waterers.

Each urinal that Carano uses
holds 13 gals. of water. To that is
added the medication, such as
wormer or a scours treatment, in
the proper proportion.

The urinals are mounted
permanently in his hog pens at
the fences.

Two Lixit nipple waterers are
used as the outlets for pigs to
take the medication. When in
use, the pigs' regular water
source is turned off. When the
urinal medicator is not in use,
the nipples are removed so that
pigs won't play with them and
perhaps cause damage.

The idea can be used in either
outdoor or indoor hog opera-
tions.
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