Five Times

Hints of darkness were just beginning
to shadow the skies on the evening of
Thursday, June 23, as Pennsylvania
grain grower Stanley Smith, of York
maneuvered a lumbering combine
through the sloped, hillside field of
ripened barley.

Above and behind the cab of the
1970 John Deere 6600 model, golden
grain was piled high in the bin.
Pushing familiar levers, Smith acti-
vated the lifting mechanism for the
15-foot grain cutting header.

Without even the slightest hint of
warning, the monstrous machine
tumbled over onto its left side. And
kept going.

Five times it rolled, over and over,
gathering speed as it crashed some
200 feet down the strip-cropped hill-
side. With each turn, the angular ap-
pendages that protruded from the
machine, and may have helped to in-
itially brake its tumbling motion, be-
came more compacted and mashed,
enabling the combine to pick up
speed as it rolled.

At the first roll, the grain header
had detached and tumbled free.

Inside the cab, Smith clung to the
steering wheel, and remembers
counting three rolls before the somer-
saulting speed caused him to lose
track of the flips.

Dust churned around his head, the
windows buckled and popped out,
and tools flew from their resting
place on the cab floor.

Flashing through his mind was the
memory of a recent county tractor ac-
cident that had claimed the
operator's life.

After what must have seemed an
eternity, the rolling stopped. The
combine was upright, having landed
on all four wheels. Smith recalls his
back pressed firmly against the floor
and his feet somewhere near the
operating console.

His hands were still clinging to the
steering wheel, now bent partly
down the steering column toward the
seat. The top of the bent cab nearly
touched the steering wheel.
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Grain header detached and tumbled free as combine rolled over.

WALKS AWAY WITH JUST STITCHES

He Rolls Combine

Pholos ¢

“I was lucky, just lucky," says Stan-
ley Smith who hopes his experience
will serve as a reminder to others to
be careful.

Forgetting how high above the
ground he was in the cab, Smith flung
himself through the windowless cab
frame and fell to the field below.

For the first time, he realized that
the diesel engine was still running.
He clamored back up the machine,
with its ladder mashed against the
side, and shut the motor down.

With smoke rolling from the motor,
its odor hanging in the air, Smith ran
“like a deer” to a neighbor.

Doctors treated him for the dust in-
halation that was congesting his
lungs and creating breathing diffi-
culty and sutured a dozen stitches in
flesh cuts, one which he believes was
inflicted by a protruding shaft that
caught his leg as he first jumped from
the cab.

Then Stan Smith was sent home,
and told to rest for a couple of days.

“I was lucky, just lucky,” he says
fervently, repeating the word again
and again. *And I believe there was a
co-pilot in that cab with me."”

Stiff and sore the following day,
but far too restless to stay home as his
doctors had ordered, Smith returned
to the farm to study the mangled
machine and the flattened course it

PROJECT CREATES CLOSE BOND BETWEEN
TRAINERS AND BLIND RECIPIENTS

Ohio 4-H’ers Train
Seeing Eye Dogs

Thanks to Pilot Dogs. Incorporated,
young dog-loving 4-H'ers in Ohio
have the opportunity to begin the
training of young pups that eventu-
ally become the "eyes’ for blind
people across the United States.

Pilot Dogs, Inc., Columbus, Ohio, is
one of seven schools around the
country that trains seeing eye dogs
for the blind. According to John Gray,
execulive director of the school, the
success rate for dogs that are raised
from pups by 4-H'ers is 70% com-
pared to a 30% success rate for dogs
brought in by private parties.

“The dogs are special-bred and
placed with the youngsters at a young
age. Each 4-H'er has a manual to fol-
low in training the dogs to be eyes for
the blind,” says Gray.

Duane Lau, Ohio 4-H extension
specialist who recently retired, set up
the original program for 4-H'ers.

“It's more than just another pro-
duction project. The youngsters re-
ceive the dogs soon after weaning
and keep them till they're about a
year old. At that point, the animals go
through 3 months of intensive train-
ing at Pilot Dogs, followed by one
month training with the blind recipi-
ent of the dog. Once the dog has com-
pleted training, the 4-H'er often gets
to meet the blind pergon who receives
the dog. I've often seen fathers with
tears in their eyes when their son or
daughter finally have to give up their
dog. The 4-H'er and blind person
often correspond for years after-
ward."

The idea for the 4-H'er is to expose
the dog to living in a home and to
occasionally duplicate many of the
situations the dogs will need to cope

had rolled through the grain and corn
strips.

Smiths' insurance firm covered the
bulk of the loss and the machinery
dealer supplied him immediately
with a replacement 6600 Deere to
harvest wheat. He readily admits it
wasn’t the easiest thing he’s ever
done.

Smith agreed to talk about the ac-
cident in hopes that it might inspire
other farmers to keep safety upper-
most in their thoughts.

“You think it can never happen to
you. Believe me, it can.”

In retrospect, he figures that the bin
was probably too full, and the wheels
were in the “dished in" position, in-
stead of “dished out”, shortening the
wheel base. The auger was protrud-
ing out on the lower side. And when
the cutting head was raised, he be-
lieves it was the *“‘final straw” that
moved the center of balance too high,
and caused the combine to begin
rolling without even one skid tread of
warning.

(Reprinted with permission from
Lancaster Farming.)

After dog has completed its training,
the 4-H “trainer” often gets to meet
the blind recipient.

with later on in life, such as shopping
malls, traffic, and other dogs. They
also teach the dog to sit, heel, lie on
the floor and so forth.

Dogs in the program vary from
Dobermans, German Shepards, and
Boxers, to Labradors. Lau says bigger
dogs aren’t used since it's more dif-
ficult to get them onto buses and
planes. Both male and females are
trained and all dogs are spayed or
neutered. The 4-H'er keeps close re-
cords of weight and height while the
animal is growing so Pilot Dogs can
maltch the dogs by size with recipi-
ents.

The Pilot Dogs program raises 80 to
85 dogs a year. A number of 4-H'ers
from the nearby states of Indiana,
Kentucky, and western Pennsylvania
also participate. Pilot Dogs, Inc. pays
all equipment and veterinary costs. A
fully trained dog costs Pilot Dogs
about $3,000 to “complete”, most of
which is paid for by donations on be-
half of blind recipients. The non-
profit organization's dogs go all over
the United States. Without the 4-H
program, the cost of a dog could well
rise to $6,000 to $7,000, ac <'nrlling to
Lau.

The other six seeing eye dog
schools in the country have also
started training programs with 4-H
groups. If your 4-H group would like
more information, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Pilot Dogs. Incor-
porated, 625 W. Town, Columbus,
Ohio 43215 (ph 614 221-6367).



