Powder-like material called Margite filters odors and contamination

oul of cooking oil, bacon fat.

NEW FILTER LETS YOU RECYCLE

USED OIL, BACON FAT

Why Buy Costly
Cooking Oil?

Instead of throwing awayv costly
cooking oil, why not recycle it
through Short N' Saver, a low-cost
filter that removes all odors and con-
tamination?

If you fry 2 Ibs. of bacon per week,
you shouldn't have to buy another
drop of cooking oil. By running it
through the Short N' Saver filter,
bacon fat can be restored and recy-
cled, eliminating the need to buy

. cooking oil.

“You can use the same oil over and
over again for frying onions, fish,
potatoes, shrimp, etc. with no trans-
fer of flavors and odors,” explains
James Metzger, the inventor and
manufacturer. “The filter fits con-

tainers of varying size. However, we
recommend using a 2 lb. coffee can,
ora 3 lb. shortening can. After frying,
let the oil cool to less than 300 ° F. to
prevent a boiling effect in the filter.
Two cups will filter in about 5 mi-
nutes.”" Filtering is done with a
built-in product called Margite.

Short N' Saver sells for $7.50, in-
cluding postage and handling. The
initial investment will recycle 10 to
15 gal. of oil, says Metzger.

For more details. contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Short N' Saver,
James Metzger, president, Box 724,
Lebanon, Ind. 46052 (ph 317 482-
0610),

ELIMINATES 79% OF HEAT
LOSS THROUGH WINDOWS

Insulated Shade
Cuts Heating Costs

“It eliminates 79% of heat loss
through single glazed windows, and
reduces heating costs by as much as
50%." reports Pam Mosher, of Ap-
propriate Technology, manufacturer
of the new ATC Window Quilt.

Applied tosingle-glazed windows,
it increases their “R" value from .9 to
4.5, resulting in a 79% reduction of
heat loss. Payback of the investment
can be expected in as little as 1 or 2
vears. The quilt forms an insulative
barrier that reduces heat losses,
Mosher points out.

Window Quilts are attractive furn-
ishings. designed to complement
existing decor. Or, they can be con-
cealed behind drapes, or other
shades, valances, facings or boxes.
The fabric is treated to retard flame.
The quilts eliminate window drafts
and chill in winter, solar radiation
and hot spots in summer, and also
reduce humidification and de-
humidification needs. according to
Mosher.

Available in all sizes to fit all win-
dows. Easily installed using a screw
driver and hammer. The shades,
made from polyester fabric and
quilted together with an ultrasonic
machine, are easily removed from the
rollers for cleaning.

Retail price, f.0.b., is right at $3.95
per square foot, including hardware.

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Appropriate
Technology Corporation, Box 795,
Brattleboro, Vt. 05301 (ph. 802 257-
1773).

CUSTOM HOUSE CLEANERS DOING BOOMING BUSINESS

Dirty Houses Are Their Business

How would you like to get your
spring house cleaning done in one
hour?

It's happening in areas where cus-
tom house cleaning has become a
bustling business. Professional
cleaning crews come into a home and
leave it ship-shape in an hour.

To the weary housewife who
struggles all day with scrubbing,
window washing, vacuum cleaning,
and other assorted chores, this may
seem to be a minor miracle. But it's
possible only because of planning,
efficiency and coordination of the
cleaning crew.

House cleaning services are spr-
inging up in many parts of the coun-
try. A typical example is Broom Ser-
vice, a partnership in suburban Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. Started in April
1979 by Carolyn Bye and Barbara
Nagell, it is already a thriving busi-
ness. But it will not be profitable until
four crews are operating for a full five
days a week, each crew cleaning five
houses per day.

That kind of productivity gives a
pretty good clue to the chances of
success for a house cleaning service
in other areas. As far as Broom Ser-
vice is concerned, they cannot afford
to go out of the city to serve custom-
ers. And a rural service would en-
counter a lot of problems, Ms. Bye
thinks.

“We need to have clients close to-
gether to minimize time spent
traveling,” she says. “'It's most profit-
able when we can have five families
in the same city block, and we're
looking for more business in con-
dominiums and apartments. The
more we have to travel, the more
money we lose.”

Broom Service teams consist of
three people, one of whom is the chief
that coordinates the work and keeps
it on schedule. The crew comes to
work in a company station wagon
and brings all the cleaning materials
and equipment with them. The work
schedule is pre-arranged, and the
owner is expected to have the house

picked up before the work crew ar-
rives,

The team has specific instructions
for a house — what kind of furniture
polish to use, special care of antiques,
etc. They do routine dusting, vac-
uuming, window washing, and
cleaning of bathrooms and kitchens.
They try to get one extra job done
each time, such as cupboard clean-
ing, washing woodwork, or defrost-
ing freezers.

'Basic rates for cleaning are $35 an
hour, and the average house takes 70
minutes to do,"” says Ms. Bye. “"Hours
are 8:15 to 4:45 Monday through Fri-
day. A lot of people would like to
have us work evenings or weekends,
but we don’t do it. Friday is our
busiest day, with Thursday a close
second. Our crews work most effi-
ciently when the family is out of the
house.”

Late this summer, Broom Service
employees were being paid $3.60 an
hour. Team leaders got $4.30, plus

Window Quilts are made from
polyester fabric quilted together
to form insulative barrier.

use of the company car. All workers
on a full-time, continuing basis re-
ceive insurance, vacation and the
usual fringe benefits. Part-time wor-
kers get partial benefits.

The owners of Broom Service feel
that working for a cleaning service is
more profitable than working inde-
pendently as a conventional ‘“‘clean-
ing lady". There's also more status
and excitement to the work.

Would a house cleaning service be
profitable in the country or in small
towns? That's a question that has to
be answered on an individual basis.
“One of the plusses for the idea is the
abundance of willing and capable
workers that are found in rural
areas,” says Ms. Bye.

She would be happy to give tips on
organizing a house cleaning busi-
ness, including how to avoid the pit-
falls. For more details, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Broom Ser-
vice, 4810 Rustic Way, Shorewood,
Minn. 55331. (Send 25 cents for post-
age, and a self-addressed envelope).
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