Besides their low energy needs, Poore’s new sow ‘“townhouses’ pro-
vide the caged effect of farrowing crates.

BUILT IN UNITS OF FIVE OR TWO
FOR EASY CLEANING, FEEDING

Sow “Townhouses’
Cut Costs, Labor

A Missouri farmer's efficient, con-
venient “‘town house’" hog farrowing
units have now become a product for
the commercial market.

Donald Poore, of Shelbina, de-
signed 5-unit and 2-unit farrowing
houses that are warm, comfortable,
clean and easy to work with. He's
given them the brand name of “Insa
House' because of their sheet metal
and plywood exterior with 2-in.
styrofoam insulated walls. The units
retain enough animal heat so pigs
stay warm, even in sub-zero weather.

Besides their low energy needs, the
town houses provide excellent pig
protection without the caged effect of
farrowing crates. A sow and her litter
occupy each unit, giving the sow ac-
cess to the outdoor feeding and
dunging area. A set of five houses
forms an 8 x 28-ft. building served by
a 10 x 28 ft. feeding platform.

The concrete feeding floor is per-
manent but the housing units are set
on a wooden floor over gravel fill.
Between farrowings, the boxes can be
tipped up to clean the wood floor,
and to disinfect the houses. Five-unit
houses stay in place over the floor by
their own weight; the 2-unit houses
are bolted to the floor with a patented
lag bolt.

Sows have plenty of room to move
inside each 5 by 8 ft. unit. Baby pigs
are protected by movable pig rails
that slide out for easier house clean-
ing. The back of each unit has a heat
light box that's completely “sow
proof''. A pig guard in the doorway
keeps baby pigs inside while the sow

is free to go in and out to the feeding
floor.

Top hatches on each unit can be
propped open for summer ventilation
and slide out for cleaning, or for ac-
cess to the sow.

Poore uses mostly 5-unit houses for
his own 150-sow operation. A feeder
and waterer are located between two
5-sow units, and a 20 ft. manure and
bedding storage area separates each
group of 10 sows.

“Each litter stays with the sow the
first four weeks,"” he says. “Then, we
move out the sows leaving the little
pigs in the house another 2-4 weeks.
After the litters are moved out, we tip
the houses up to let the sun disinfect
them and we scrape the wooden
platforms with a skid-steer loader."”

Poore says he doesn’t turn heat
lamps on until outside temperature
drops to about 10° F. The health and
survival of his pigs have been excel-
lent, with an average litter size of 9.6
pigs weaned per sow.

“We designed these farrowing
houses for our own operation a few
years ago. Thanks to growing de-
mand from neighbors, we decided to
go commercial,’” explains Poore.
“We've already sold 150 of the 2-sow
units within a 200-mile radius.”

The two-sow units are priced at
$940. That price includes the house,
and the 1%-in. thick oak floor. It does
not include the concrete pad.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Insa-House
Mfg., Rt. 3, Box 153, Shelbina, Mo.
63468 (ph 314 588-4951).

28-ft. feeding platform.

A set of five houses forms an 8 by 28-ft. building serviced by a 10 by
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5-in. or 7-in. toolbar.
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Kelderman's manually operated, fold-forward kit adapts to any rigid

NO HYDRAULICS OR SPECIAL TOOLS NEEDED

Fold-Forward Kit

For Deere,

Been wishing you could fold your
Deere or [H planter to narrow it up for
easier transport down the road?

If so, you'll be interested in a new
“do-it-yourself'" fold-forward kit
specially built for Deere 7000 and 800
series [H planters. I'll give you a
transport width of just 16 ft. on a
12-row model, or 11 ft. 6 in. on an
8-row model. No hydraulics or spe-
cial tools are required, and, once in-
stalled, you can lock the “wings"
forward in less than two minutes, ac-
cording to inventor Gary Kelderman,
of Kelderman Manufacturing, Inc.,
Oskaloosa, lowa.

Kelderman also manufactures a
fold-up hinge kit for rigid toolbars.
That do-it-yourself kit fits a variety of
equipment, including rotary hoes,
field cultivators, some makes of plan-
ters, and other equipment. It lets you
hinge any rigid 5-in. or 7-in. toolbar.

Kelderman's new kit for Deere
7000 and IH 800 series planters
comes with complete instructions for
do-it-yourselfers and only takes sev-
eral hours to install. Or, you can have
Kelderman custom install it for you at
his lowa plant.

IH Planters

To install, you cut out a 5-in. sec-
tion of the bar on either side, cutting
the hex drive and hydraulic hoses as
well. Hinges, which are already
mounted on tubes slightly smaller
than the toolbar, slide into both ends
of the newly-cut bar and weld into
place. A spring-loaded coupler, at-
tached to the hex drive, engages
automatically when the toolbar is
swung into field position. Hydraulic
hoses are simply reconnected. Locks
for both field and over-the-road posi-
tions hold the wings in place.

Kelderman says the conversion
doesn't affect warranty. “About 80%
of the kits we've sold were shipped
directly to Deere and IH dealers,” he
told FARM SHOW. Cost for the
12-row model that folds to 16 ft. is
$1,417. The 8-row model that folds to
11% ft. sells for $1,300 on the Deere,
and $1,242 on the IH.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Kelderman
Mfg. Inc., Highway 92 East, P.O. Box
273, Oskaloosa, lowa 52577 (ph 800
247-8110; lowa residents dial, 800
622-8236).
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“sow proof’’ heat lamp.

Baby pigs are protected by moveable pig rails. Each unit is warmed by a

(5~ |— FARM SHOW (121





