DEATH ON RATS AND MICE, TOO

New ‘‘Bait Stations”
Wipe Out Gophers

Don Hicks takes gophers seriously.
After losing about $1,400 in yields on
a 10 acre field of gopher-strangled
wheat a couple years ago, he knew he
had to come up with something to
combat them.

His answer?

Gopher “bait stations". The lethal
bait stations are.frying pan-shaped
covered feeders anchored solidly to
the ground. Designed to attract only
the rodents you're trying to elimi-
nate, they prevent danger to harmless
birds and wildlife. Bait is protected
from the elements and keeps fresh
indefinitely.

“Last year I put five on a 19 acre
alfalfa field and got a hefty yield in-
crease and, at the same time, elimi-
nated expensive damage to machin-
ery,” Hicks, of Geraldine, Mont. told
FARM SHOW. "‘The fact that these
‘bait stations’ are protected yet pro-
vide unhindered access seems to be
irresistible to gophers and other ro-
dents. They die like flies.”

Hicks says wildlife officials who
have seen his invention are excited
because it provides a way to use de-
adly poisons on gophers and other
pesky rodents without endangering
wildlife. Many farmers, faced with
severe gopher infestations simply
scatter strychnine oats, or other
poisons, openly on the ground.

Hick's bait stations consist of a

14-in. metal stake threaded on one
end, a 5-in. dia. bait pan 1%-in. deep,
and an inverted pan 14-in. in dia. and
1 in. deep on top. After selecting a
bait site, the stake is driven 10 in. into
the ground and the bait pan, with its
2/3 cup of poison, slipped over the
top of the spike. It threads down until
it catches at ground level. Then, the
cover screws on over the bait pan, and
screws down until it contacts a spacer
above the bait pan.

“They're stamped out from heavy
14-ga. metal — strong enough to
withstand attempts by deer, cows and
other animals to gain entry. We have
even installed them around chickens
with absolutely no problem. Hogs are
about the only animals that should
not be exposed to the units,” says
Hicks.

The best time of the year to kill
gophers is early in the spring before
the grass begins to green, says Hicks.
The gophers will often die near the
bait stations but, according to Hicks,
that doesn’t seem to discourage other
gophers. “In fact, it seems to encour-
age them. Each bait station eliminates
gophers in about a 100 yard radius.
Stations should be placed at the rate
of 5 per quarter mile of field edge to
keep gophers out of an undamaged
field, and near the center of fields
with severe infestations.

The stations can be easily moved

OLD IDEA NOW ON THE MARKET

Can You Use A
“Field Creaser’?

It used to be called the “Mormon
Creaser' but the Eversman Man-
ufacturing Company of Denver,
Colo., plans to introduce its latest
new machine simply as a “Field
Creaser'".

The unique field tool was origi-
nally designed in crude form by early
Mormon settlers in Utah to aid flood
irrigation in flat, dry fields. They
simply took a log and mounted sticks
on it, dragging it through the field
making a series of uniform shallow
ditches which would evenly distrib-
ute water through the field. Several
years ago, a small manufacturer
began building them out of metal for
local farmers. He met with such suc-
cess that Eversman bought the design
and is now in full production on the
“Field Creaser".

J.W. Borden, Eversman represent-
ative, notes that while the Creaser has
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been thought of mainly as an irriga-
tion tool in the past, the company has
discovered that it works great for
draining flat, tightly subsoiled fields
that are difficult to drain during wet
times.

“The Creaser digs 5-in. wide by
4-in. deep ditches which spread
water out in wet fields todry itup. We
plan to introduce this idea exten-
sively throughout the midwest next
year,” says Borden.

For irrigation, the Creaser can be
used to pull ditches in alfalfa fields
and hay meadows, and can be used
immediately after planting small
grains. It's also used just before
planting row crops, and as a bedding
tool, The unit's contoured plate
breaks up clods and presses them into
the seedbed.

Creasers range in size from the
smallest 3-row unit with 30-in. cen-

Limited access bait pans are “irresistable to rodents” says Hicks.

around as the gophers move, killing
or driving them from the farm.
“With 50 stations, I've eliminated
gophers on my 1,400 acre farm. How-
ever, 5 to 10 stations will clear up
most severe problems in individual
fields. The investment is easily paid
for in restored yields and decreased
damage to equipment,” says Hicks.
ixcept for drifting snow, pans are
completely protected against the
weather. They can be placed around
farm buildings, or in yards, for rats
and mice, although Hicks cautions
that they should not be placed where
small children can get into them.
Hicks also cautions that, although
he's sold more than 700 bait stations
to local and state farmers. “they have
not been tested thoroughly on rats, or
on other gopher varieties in other
parts of the country. It is not clear,

how eating habits vary among the
different types of gophers.”

Hicks notes that the kill will only
be as good as the rodenticide used.
“Bait stations are so new, we're still
in the process of determining where
they will work and where they
won’t,” he points out.

Bait stations come in several mod-
els, all with different spacings for
different size rodents. They're avail-
able for gophers, mice, rats and
prairie dogs, and sell for $15 each,
fob. He's looking for dealers and dis-
tributors to handle the units,

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Eco-Bait,
Donald D. Hicks, Geraldine, Montana
59446 (ph 406 737-4291).

“Creasers” can be used to drain fields, to “pull” ditches, or as a

bedding tool.

ters to the 10-row with 22-in. centers,
They require just 45 to 60 hp. to pull
and the teeth in front are replaceable.

A 5-row Creaser sells for $1,170.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, The Ever-
man Mfg. Company, P.O. Box 4345,
Denver, Colo. 80204 (ph 303 572-
1140).
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Contoured points break up clods
and press them into the seedbed.



