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Reader Inquiry No. 150

The Bryan Furnace
A wood burning furnace that requires 
absolutely no building modifi cations.

With The Bryan Furnace, there is no 
modifi cation required. Combustion is 
contained in a fi re proof unit outside the 
home. There can be no accidental contact 
with the furnace. All ashes and fumes are 
outside. All that enters your living space is 
clear warm air. The Bryan Furnace takes up 
to 30-in. logs and will burn 8 to 12 hours 
with 1 fueling. The model 350 produces 

90,000 btu’s, the model 300 produces up to 
130,000 btu’s and the model 450 produces 
250,000 btu’s and will take 42-in. logs. 

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Rik-
Mar, Inc., P.O. Box 4232, Bryan, Texas 
77805 (ph 800 927-9947 or 979 779-1616; 
email: rik-mar@txcyber.com; website: the-
bryanfurnace.com).

WIRE FASTENER – Big Heel Fasteners 
change the way you maintain your fences.  
Better than alternative fasteners like staples 
or tie wire.  Big Heel Fasteners can be 
used on the hardest of posts and holds wire 
better.  They can be used with all types of 
wires including barbed, bare, high tensile 
and electrical ground wires, as well as cattle 
and hog panels, wire netting, horse fence and 
vineyard wires.  The high thick heel “Big 
Heel” fastener has more surface area on the 

“Big Heel” Fastener Holds Wire In Place

wire, and holds the wire in place by keeping 
pressure on the holding area with only one 
screw.  These fasteners will not pull out or 
rust off.  The screw is corrosion coated, has 
a torx 15 washer head and a cutting tip.  
   Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Big 
Heel Fasteners, LLC. (ph 785 483-1685 or 
785 792-6376; email@bigheelfasteners.
com; www.bigheelfasteners.com)
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Texas Ranch Produces Monarch Butterfl ies

These monarchs 
are being force-
fed nectar prior 
to shipping.

Native Texans Barbara Dorf and her hus-
band, Tracy Villareal, own a 24-acre tract 
near Corpus Christi. It’s one of the few 
operations in the country that produces 
Monarch butterfl ies commercially. It’s a 
sideline business because Dorf and Villareal 
are oceanographers by day.  
 Says Dorf, “We specialize in producing 
the biggest, best and healthiest Texas-sized 
Monarch butterfl ies you’ll see anywhere.”  
The colorful insects are released at wed-
dings, funerals, parties, and other special 
occasions.  They also provide butterfl ies for 
research, education and exhibits.  
 Villareal says some producers will harvest 
wild milkweed to feed their caterpillars, 
while others might raise milkweed and com-
plete the whole cycle in a giant greenhouse.  
 Big Tree Butterfl ies is a seasonal operation 
that begins production in the early spring 
when the Monarch migration moves from 
Mexico into South Texas. Dorf and Villar-
eal capture male and female Monarchs, test 
them to make sure they’re disease free, then 
put them in a building to mate and lay eggs. 
Dorf and Villareal  raise their own milkweed 
(caterpillar food)  in a shade house using 
72 cell fl ats for seedlings. After eggs are 
produced they put eggs and caterpillars on 
the seedlings.
 Their plant production house is 28 by 48 
ft. with a 15-ft. peak.  It’s covered with shade 
cloth or plastic and has fans for air circula-
tion. Plants are raised on metal benches. If 
the plants or Monarchs were raised on dirt, 
ants would pose problems.  
 Monarch eggs go through their life cycle 
in a 12 by 20-ft. metal building with day 
length, humidity and temperature control. 
They have 2 by 2 by 4-ft. mesh cubes with 
plants and caterpillars that produce mature 
Monarchs in about 4 weeks. Butterfl ies are 
produced from March through October. In 
the past year Big Tree was able to raise about 
1,500 of the gorgeous Monarchs. 
 “Raising Monarchs in higher concentra-
tion than in nature requires careful manage-
ment,” says Villareal. “We have to check 
them each day, clean and sanitize the facili-
ties and keep parasites and bacteria away. 
Still, it’s a labor of love that we really enjoy.” 
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Big 
Tree Butterfl ies, 332 North Palmetto Street, 
Rockport, Texas 78382 (ph 361 779-3145; 
www.bigtreebutterfl ies.com). 


