LIFE-SIZE REPLICAS OF ANIMALS
TO PUT YOUR FARM ON THE MAP

New-Style Signposts
for Livestock Farms

If you're in the livestock business and
want everyone to know it, you'll be
interested in new-style signposts
FARM SHOW has learned about.

“We've sculpted a lot of life-size or
larger farm animals for cafes, de-
partment stores, amusement parks,
and other businesses," reports Dar-
win Jones, manager of Creative Dis-
play, a Wisconsin based firm which
specializes in making large fiberglass
replicas of animals and dozens of
other subjects.

“These attractive traffic stoppers
are helping mainstreet businessmen
boost profits. There's growing in-
terest among livestock producers in
using them as signposts to help put
their farms and ranches on the map,"
Jones told FARM SHOW.

The accompanying photo shows
what one family did to advertise their
dairy farm.

Forabout $700, you can buy a simi-
lar life-size (or larger) fiberglass cow,
bull or horse, painted to match your
breed preference. If animals in stock

don't suit your fancy, you can special
order whatever size, shape and de-
sign you want. “We've sculpted fig-
ures up to 100 ft. tall or larger,” says
Jones.

Individual displays are made of
reinforced fiberglass. They have an
acrylic finish for appearance and
long life, and come equipped with
special installation brackets to with-
stand abnormal wind and weather
conditions.

Life-size animals in stock include
Guernsey, Holstein, and Jersey; Quar-
ter horses (in black, brown, bronze,
white buckskin or palomino; Here-
ford or black Angus steers) buf-
falo, Texas Longhorns, Clydesdale
horses, and a bucking horse with or
without a cowhoy.

For poultry farms, Creative Display
offers 12 ft. high roosters. For hog
producers, there's a “large hog" (11
ft. high and 21 ft. long) or a “small
hog" (5 ft. high, 8.5 ft. long).

Some companies have had their
“logo” made into a fiberglass sign

This sculpted fiberglass cow
stands at the entryway to a dairy
farm. It's 4 ft., 3 in. high and 72
ft. long.

post. You may want to consider
something along the same lines with
your cattle brand.

For more details, including a free
brochure showing 3 dozen fiber-
glass displays of animals, people and
other subjects, contact: FARM SHOW
Followup, Creative Display. Box 456.
431 Holtan St.. Sparta, Wis. 54656
(ph. 608 269-6771).

Entire length of the horizontal bar is energized with electricity to “zap” taller-growing weeds on contact.

ZAPS TALL GROWING WEEDS WITH ELECTRICITY

New Way to Control Weeds

“We think it's one of the biggest
break-throughs in weed control to
come along in vears,” says Melvin
Dykes, sales director for Lasco, Inc., a
Mississippi-based firm which, after
”Il"'“ vears ol researc || |'|”(i l’"\'l'l(]]l’
ment. has introduced the Electrical
Discharge System (EDS) for post-
emergence weed control

The new concept in weed control is
being used in both industrial and ag-
ricultural applications. Machines

specifically designed to “zap weeds
electrically on farms and ranches
carry the name Lightening IV, Four
units operating in a variety of field
crops thronghout the south and
southwest last year performed “with
lving colors,” according to Dykes.

Here, according to Dvkes, is how
the new weed “electrocuter”™ works:

“It kills weeds on contact by forc-
ing the electrolytic solution within
the plant's vascular system to con-

duct electrical current,” he explains.
“Electrical energy dissipated within
the conducting solution manifests a
very rapid temperature rise and ex-
pansion into the vapor phase. The re-
sulting thermal and physical stresses
rupture cell walls and break down
the plant's vascular system and kill
i

Because it electrocutes weeds on
contact its primary use is as a post-

emergence treatment to “‘rescue”

crops being overtaken by cockleburs,
or other tall-growing annuals.’ The
Lightening IV, available initially in a
six row (38 in. spacing) model,
mounts on most any tractor of at least
100 hp. and utilizes the tractor’s pto
to drive a rear-mounted generator.
New models to be introduced this
year can be set to selectively “zap" all
sizes of weeds growing in the row, as
well as between the rows of certain
less-sensitive  crops. “Individual
crops and weeds differ in sensitivity
to the electric charge,” Dykes ex-
plains. “For example, on tree planta-
tions, the Lightening IV has been
used to control broadleaf weeds in
rows of Sycamore trees. The fields are
treated at power levels sufficient to
kill the weeds but not the less sensi-
tive seedlings.”

The Lightening IV also is available
with special equipment for handling
jobs other than weed control, such as
“burning off" or top-killing potato
vines to speed harvest.

Key advantages cited for the new
Electrical Discharge System include:

e No chemicals are used to kill
weeds:

e The EDS concept isn't limited to
a few specific crops, as are most indi-
vidual herbicides.

e There are no drift or carryover
problems, making it harmless to the
soil and the ecology, according to
Dykes.

Fields can be weeded electrically
with less dependence on suitable
weather than is the case with chemi-
cal control, Dykes points out.

He adds that the Lightening 1V has
proved particularly well suited to
weed control in irrigation canals and
ditches, where the water is to be used
on a variety of crops and the owner
doesn’t want to risk possible con-
tamination by chemical residues.
The concept also is suited to control
of tall weeds in pastures without
damaging desired pasture grasses.
Research is underway to determine
the machine’s ability to control cac-
tus and mesquile in range areas.

“Our company originally explored
use of lasar beams to control weeds.
We've since learned that high-
voltage electricity is more practical
and economical.”

Instead of selling machines, Lasco
is leasing them to custom applicators
who in turn will custom-treat and
“rescue’ fields and crops badly in-
fested with cockleburs or other tall-
growing weeds )/

Several safety interlocks, incorpo-
rated into the high-voltage machine,
must all be “satisfied to make it run.
For example, the machine won't run
if the operator isn't in the seat, if the
machine loses its electrical ground
connection, or its forward motion.
“These patented safety features, along
with operator training and supervi-
sion, help insure safety for both oper
ator and bystanders."” savs Dykes.

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Lasco, Inc., Box
187, Vicksburg, Miss. 39180 (ph. 601
638-8001).
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