Could Your Farm Use A “People Center”

“What we have here is what the
farmer of the future will need,”
says Keith Linnabary, who
along with his wife, Ruth Ann,
built a People Center on their
1,150 acre farm near Car-
dington, Ohio.

“It serves as a place for fel-
lowship, recreation, exercise,
mechanical work, communica-
tion and as a farm office for the
Linnabary Farms.

“I really got the idea for the
building while attending a
Professional Farmer's Institute.
One of the sessions stressed
separating business from fam-
ily,” says Kieth.

"His office used to be in the
house and every time he wanted
to work he would be interrupted
by the children and me. He just
couldn’t get much accom-
plished,” says Ruth Ann.

So, in March of 1976, con-
struction began on the People
Center. It includes a tastefully
decorated board room complete
with conference table and
chairs, Keith’s office which is
small “for confinement,” an of-
fice for Ruth Ann to talk with
her clients (she has a masters
degree in social work), a kitch-
enette, spacious workshop area
and a bathroom complete with
shower.

On the second floor of the
building is a parts room and a
carpeted room with a mirror
lined wall which is being used
in various ways.

The structure was completed
in March of last year and has
been a beehive of activity for
Linnabary Farms and its farm
friends. It is the core of the grain
operation, complete with an FM
radio communication system
and telephone.

The board room is used to
conduct business interviews
and discussions. "It has really
relieved me of the pressure of
never knowing when someone
would be at the house to talk
about business. Now all of this
is conducted in the board
room," says Ruth Ann.

In addition, the board room is
used to host the meetings of the
Women's Aglow Fellowship of
which Ruth Ann is treasurer. On

Tuesday afternoons and eve-
nings, Ruth Ann conducts
physical fitness programs for
women in the community.

Just when the People Center is
quiet from a week of hard labors,
it becomes alive every Friday
night with ballroom dancing in-
structions.

The classes run for a six week
period and cost $27.50 to learn
the fundamentals of elegant
ballroom dancing. The in-
structors, Mr. and Mrs. Bob
Williams of nearby Chesterville,
were former instructors with a
dance studio in Columbus.

The People Center has a fu-
ture for itself. It was constructed
to expand with the future needs
of Linnabary Farms. 'One of our
goals is to become involved in
the sheep business. That would
involve hiring a herdsman and
when that happens Ruth Ann's
office for her social work will be
used by the herdsman,” says
Keith.

“Also. as the operation con-
tinues to grow, we will need ad-
ditional help and the kitch-
enette can be used by the men
for grabbing a cup of coffee or
getting lunch. We have enough
room that someday we might
have a computer in the center to
help us with the total farm oper-
ation.”

Keith can foresee using the
board room to host a broker to
talk with a group of his farm
friends about investments or to
invite seed corn representatives
to explain their varieties.

The Ohio State University
graduate with a degree in ag-
riculture education believes
that the future of farming will be
dependent on personnel, and
that farmers will need a profes-
sional setting to work with such
top flight employees.

The Linnabarys, who have two
daughters, Sara, 3, and Tara,
1, live by the philosophy that
“what the mind can conceive
and believe, it can achieve.”
They are making that
philosophy come true in their
People Center which may be the
wave of the future for all farm
operations.

Reprinted with permission from Buckeye Farm News.

Best
Ideas

Got a “best idea" you'd like to share with FARM
SHOW readers — a new wrinkle in cropping,
livestock, machinery or whatever? Maybe it’s still
experimental but looks promising. Or, maybe
you've already taken the idea beyond the
experimental stage. We'd like to hear about it.
Write to: Best Ideas, c/o FARM SHOW,

8500 210 St., Lakeville, Minn. 55044.

Harold M. Johnson, Editor

Vacant Barn Earns Extra Cash

When John Beisel quit raising
livestock a few years ago, he no
longer had need for the big barn
on his property. An empty barn
is not much of an asset, so he
decided to use it inanother way.

Beisel rents out the space for
storage of all kinds of recrea-
tional vehicles from bikes to
camping trailers. He finds
plenty of takers for the space by
people in nearby towns who
have no safe, dependable place
to store antique cars and recrea-
tional equipment during the
off-season.

Beisel's barn has a second
floor of concrete so there is lots
of storage space on the two
stories. Most of the space is
taken up year around with
snowmobiles stored in summer,
and boats and trailers in winter.

Rental fees are for a season of
storage and are paid in advance.
Equipment can be brought in at
any time but spring and fall are

the times for most activity.
Some typical space rental fees
for a season are $35-45 for tent
trailers, $50-60 for boats or au-
tomobiles, and $15 for bikes. He
also stores industrial equipment
and riding mowers.

Beisel has insurance on his
barn, but renters must insure
their own equipment against
any kind of risk. Located out-
side a small town, there has
been no problem with van-
dalism and only the ordinary
precautions are taken, Beisel
points out.

He says that when you rent,
you have to keep the building in
good repair, and clean. One
problem he has to watch for is
humidity which can be cor-
rected by opening up and ven-
tilating the barn occasionally.
For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Beisel
Farms, Ltd.; Rt. 4; Elmira, Ont.
N3B 273 (ph. 519 669-8003).
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