Riding Mower Turned
Into Fun Farm Cart

Ed Moller turned an old riding mower into
a powered cart for getting around the farm.
He also finds it handy for trips to flea markets
and tractor shows.

“When you get old and decrepit, it’s hard
to get around,” says Moller with a laugh. “I
was looking at a pile of junk mowers and
came up with the idea of a gas-powered cart
I could ride.”

He started out with the chassis of an old
6-speed, 42-in., Craftsman riding mower. It
had the shifter on a fender, which would allow
him to reach it even though he was reversing
the operating direction of the old mower.

“I decided to mount a seat over the old rear
axle and a motor over the former front axle
and turning wheels,” says Moller. “On most
other mowers, the shifter would have ended
up behind the seat.”

He stripped away the mower’s seat,
steering, engine and most of the controls. He
shortened the frame by 13 in. and reversed the
rotation of the transaxle to match the position
of a new engine.

He mounted a Kohler K161 cast iron
engine over the “rear” steering wheels. It
helps counterbalance the seat and rider. He
also added a 1,200-rpm centrifugal clutch. It
lets him control his speed with the gear drive
transmission without running the engine
wide open.

“When I'm in first gear, it just crawls along,
but it moves pretty fast in sixth,” says Moller.

The new seat came from an older Kubota
tractor. The footrest platform came from 3/8-
in. iron freight guard from an old forklift cut
down to fit.

“I wanted the platform heavy enough that
if I ran into something, I wouldn’t crush my
feet or legs,” says Moller. “I mounted a bar

at the rear of the platform and connected it to
the disc brake on the transmission, originally

a parking brake on the mower. It is my
emergency brake.”

The heavy-duty platform also serves as a
base for steering and throttle controls. Moller
mounted a 1 by 1-in. steel tube perpendicular
to the platform. A 2 by 2-in. box made from
rectangular tubing is attached to the upper
end of the upright tube with a single bolt,
allowing it to rock backward and forward.
The throttle cable is attached to the upright
tubing at the box. Rocking the box forward
or back controls the throttle.

The box also serves as a mount for his
steering control system. It consists of a
double pole, double throw, momentary switch
connected electronically to a linear actuator
on the steering axle. Moller rotates the switch
left or right to change the direction of the
mower, and it automatically comes back to
center.

“Iinstalled a panic switch at the end of the
control switch for emergencies,” says Moller.
“It took a little to get used to the steering, but
you get the hang of it.”

He also mounted an old ammunition box
to the upright. It serves as an armrest and a
lock box. “It is a handy place for my wallet
and keys when I’'m riding around at a flea
market,” he says.

Moller reports making a few changes since
the accompanying pictures were taken.

“I’ve put 3 little deck wheels under the foot
rest platform,” he reports. “If the cart’s back
end should ever rear up, they will prevent
the platform from digging into the dirt. I
also added a protective grill over the engine.
It folds down to hold a basket or small ice
chest.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Edward
Moller, 165 Twelve Oaks Dr., Walhalla, S.C.
29691 (ph 864 903-0208; bigedmoller@
gmail.com).
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Lower end of steel plate sets against base of ball in truck bed, while upper end rests
against a wood block. As trailer is lowered, gooseneck slides along plate and onto ball.

Gooseneck Trailer Tips

“I frequently use a gooseneck trailer around
my farm. Usually there is nobody around
to help me line up the trailer with the ball
in the bed of my truck,” says Tom Cogger,
Washburn, Wis., who devised a simple
method to make hookups easier.

“I'setan 8 by 16-in., 1/8-in. thick steel plate
against the base of the ball with the upper
end of the plate resting on a 4 by 4-in. wood
block I always carry with me. As I lower the
trailer toward the ball, the gooseneck slides
along the plate and right onto the hitch ball.
It takes a little practice to get it right but it
works great for me.

“I have another use for that wood block,
which is tapered at one end. If1 get a flat on
my tandem axle gooseneck, I just drive one
wheel up on the block which lifts the flat tire

Cogger drives one wheel of tandem axle
trailer up on tapered wood block to lift flat
tire off ground, making it easy to install
a spare.
off the ground, making it easy to put on a
spare. Works good even when carrying a big
load, and eliminates the need for a jack.”
Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Tom
Cogger, 28745 S Maple Hill Rd., Washburn,
Wis. 54891 (ph 715 373-2108).

Moller started with an old Craftsman mower to bulld his powered cart reversmg the
direction of the machine and adding a footrest platform on front.

He mounted a seat over mower’s former rear axle and a Kohler engme over the former
front axle. Upright steel tube with controls at the top mounts on platform.

A throttle cable is attached to upright tube, along with a steering control switch
connected electronically to a linear actuator on rig’s steering axle.

Refrigerator Medicine Cabinet

Steve Fluit, Hull, Towa, converted a non
working refrigerator into a handy winter
medicine cabinet for his livestock.

“I don’t have a heated shed close to my
cattle treating facility to keep medicine
from freezing during winter, so I kept it
in my shop,” says Fluit. “I had to walk to
the shop every time I needed to treat a sick
calf, and then return the medicine right
away when I was done because medicine
doesn’t take long to freeze in below-zero
temperatures. I considered building an
insulated storage box, but then I realized our
old refrigerator cabinet is so well insulated
it would do the job.”

Fluit drilled a hole in back of the
refrigerator for a cord to go through, and
installed a small space heater with a built-
in thermostat to control the temperature
inside. He also placed a thermometer on
the refrigerator’s bottom shelf to show the
actual temperature.

“Now I have a heated medicine cabinet
along with lots of shelves and storage.
Works great,” says Fluit.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Steve
Fluit, 2861 Gold Finch Ave., Hull, lowa
51239 (ph 712 476-6020 or 712 470-0437).
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Non-working refrigerator makes a handy,
heated winter medicine cabinet for Fluit’s
livestock.
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