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Cub Carburetors Restored To “Better Than New”
Mike Finch doesn’t just rebuild Farmall Cub 
and Cub Lo-Boy carburetors. He restores 
them to “better than new” condition. He uses 
only original design and OEM parts that he 
has collected.
 “Anybody can claim to rebuild a carbure-
tor by replacing some gaskets, seals and a 
few other parts and try to reset the fl oat,” 
says Finch. “I use new, original design parts 
and some that are very hard to fi nd.”
 Finch is retired from the automotive 
industry. He collects Farmall Cubs and de-
scribes himself as a Cub carburetor fanatic. 
He refers to Cub carburetors as “delicate 
little jewels” and treats them accordingly.
 “I have 7 special jigs designed and ma-
chined to my specifi cations for use restor-
ing carburetors,” says Finch. “I even have 
a special tool kit manufactured in England 
that is designed to replace the 4-48 threads 
for the idle pickup tube.”
 Finch says at least 70 percent of the carbu-
retors he receives have the idle pickup tubes 
broken off at the top. “It’s a very delicate 
process to remove the broken off tubes, 
especially after people try to dig them out 
of the carburetor top,” he says.
 When Finch fi nishes, nearly every part of 
the carburetor has been replaced with origi-
nal parts. Only the bowl and the top remain. 
The cover and bowl mating surfaces are 
machined fl at for a perfect fi t and connected 
with four new stainless steel Fillister screws 
and lock washers. The manifold mounting 
surface is also machined fl at and level with 
correct-sized studs to mount the carburetor 

to the manifold.
 A one-of-a-kind jig is used to level car-
buretor tops where they meet the intake 
manifold. Finch had it milled out of a 45-lb. 
solid metal block to be within 0.001-in. of 
fl at and perfectly square.
 Finch explains that the mounting surface 
on a carburetor warps into a U-shape over 
time and sucks air in between the carbu-
retor and gasket. This causes a severely 
incorrect fuel/air ratio, equating to hard 
starting, loss of power, improper idling and 
more. 
 “The carburetor mounting surface must 
be level and parallel to the engine,” he says. 
“After leveling the top-to-bowl surface, I 
then put the carburetor top into the jig to 
mill it. 
 “I have another jig that lets me drill, tap 
and Heli-Coil the carburetor mounting stud 
threads,” he says. “Then the jig rotates 90°, 
and I use a special drill and tap for new 
threads of the fuel inlet port.”
 All threads are replaced with Heli-Coil 
stainless steel replacement threads. Finch 
says he has a one-of-a-kind drill and tap to 
Heli-Coil the fuel inlet threads and bring 
them back to absolute standard thread with-
out hitting the ferrule boss down inside the 
fuel inlet port.
 “About the only things that can’t be fi xed 
are the bowl bottom drain plug threads,” says 
Finch. “These are ‘pipe-plug’ threads, and 
there are no known replacement Heli-Coil 
threads.”
 He warns against jigs offered on the in-

Mike Finch restores Farmall Cub and Cub 
Lo-Boy carburetors to “better than new” 
condition. Photo shows new choke shaft and 
lever with cork top-to-bowl gasket.

ternet that claim to fl atten the carburetor. He 
says that suggesting washers and C-clamps 
can be used to bend a carburetor simply 
won’t work. Warped surfaces need to be 
machined to specifi cations.
 Finch promises to have carburetors from 
Cub owners back in the mail within two to 
three days of receipt, insuring the restored 
carburetors for $300. Postage and insurance 
run $16.40 with no handling fees. Restora-
tion runs from $168.88 to $188.72.
 “I get carburetors shipped to me from all 
over the U.S.,” says Finch. “It’s mostly word 
of mouth from one Cub collector to another.”
 Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Mi-
chael G. Finch, 2530 Meadowood Lane, 
Milford, Mich. 48380 (ph 248 684-4029; 
Fixitmike1@aol.com).

Grain and cattle farmers have found another 
source of income for their land:  renting to 
hunters through Base Camp Leasing.  
   “Hunters are desperate for good places to 
hunt, while landowners are looking for ad-
ditional income,” said Steve Meng, owner of 
Base Camp Leasing.  Base Camp has agents 
in 22 states who will meet with landowners 
and inspect the land to assess the value of 
the land to hunters. “Most properties are a 
minimum of 40 acres, ideally 80 percent 
woods and 20 percent tillable, but each one 
is different,” said Meng. “We are always 
looking for new properties. Eighty-five 
percent (of available land) is leased out, and 
we are happy with that.  A lot of them get 
leased the day they come out.”
   Base Camp’s Leasing Agents are hunters 
and have become experts at determining   
what hunters are willing to pay to lease a 
property. Hunters are encouraged to intro-
duce themselves and go over guidelines 

with the landowner before embarking on a 
hunting trip. 
   “A lot of our landowners are farmers.  
Some are absentee landowners as farms 
are handed down to kids who don’t work 
the land.  The landowners want to know 
who’s on their land and don’t want people 
knocking on their door during harvest,” 
Meng said. “The majority of landowners 
stick with us. Hunters move around more, 
which is expected as they look for differ-
ent opportunities. Some prefer to manage 
a property over time.” Meng reported that 
his website BaseCampLeasing.com attracts 
3,000 visitors PER DAY and his email list is 
over 30,000 hunters looking for opportuni-
ties – and willing to pay for them.  
   Landowners like Base Camp Leasing’s 
service because it saves the hassle of pa-
perwork, includes liability insurance, and 
the income helps pay taxes. The business 
provides insurance for landowners and 

hunters with a $3 million liability certifi cate.  
Landowners are invited to call for a free 
information packet that lays out the process.  
Contact:
Base Camp Leasing
10412 Allisonville Road Suite 101
Fishers, IN  46038
Toll Free:  1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com
info@basecampleasing.com
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Earn Additional Income - Lease The Hunting Rights To Your Property


