On IH Cyclo planters, the 5 in. dia. Auto-Fill auger goes right through
the central seed hopper as shown. Motor runs in either direction to
provide filling from either end. Bulk fertilizer hopper (14 ft. long) on
right holds 10 tons of dry fertilizer and unloads at rate of 750 lbs. per
min. Bagged seed can be stored under sloping sides, and in front of
hopper. The 5 in. dia. unloading auger folds in the middle for down-
the-road transport.

FILLS PLANTERS, DRILLS IN THE FIELD IN SECONDS
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Just about everything yvou've always
wanted in a high speed, labor saving
system for handling dry fertilizer in
the field at planting time is wrapped
up in a 3-part package introduced by
Weber Steel and Body, Vassar, Mich.
It features:

1. Auto-Fill auger which automati-
cally fills planters or grain drills with
dry fertilizer. It's easy to mount on
virtually all makes and sizes of grain
drills and planters (including the 1H
Cyclo planter). The auger motor runs
in either direction, allowing vou to
fill from either end.

2. The Port-O-Box hopper for haul-

stamped out of steel and case har-
dened. Spring tension holds each
scraper wheel tight enough against
the disk so it turns as the disk turns.
As the small scraper wheels wear
thin, they can be taken out and a new
sel installed in a matter of minutes,

“This new-style rotary scraper
works like new from start to finish,
allowing vou to satisfactorily operate
the drill in a wide variety of soil con-
ditions,”" explains Bowerman, who
has a patent pending on his inven-
tion, He has component pieces cus-
tom made, then with the help of his
wife, assembles, paints, packages
and ships the units in his farm shop.

Rotary scrapers for Deere and IH
double disk grain drills retail for
$4.50 each less shipping. Scrapers for
Melroe and Kirchman drills are
$4.00. Replacement snap-on wheels
are $1.30 ea. Delvin plastic bearings
for individual wheels are 20¢ ea.
“We've never worn out any bearings
so we're not sure how long they will
last. In most situations, one bearing
will probably outlast 3 or 4 wheels,"”
he speculates,

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Bowerman Indus-
try,  Dawson, N.D. 58428 (ph
701-327-4289).

ing bulk dry fertilizer to the field. It's
made of exterior grade plywood and
equipped witha 10 ft.auger that folds
in the middle. Unloads at the rate of
750 Ibs. per min. and will also handle
pelleted feed, wheat, oats and other
feed stulfs.

i. Custom built truck box. It has
unique corner post inserts and fold-
down sides, allowing it to be con-
verted from flatbed to grain box in
only 5 min. The hinged sides allow
for side loading or unloading. The
versatile rear endgate can be hinged
at the top or bottom, or can be re-
moved completely without affecting
stability of up to 22 ft. grain boxes.

“You can buy the complete pack-
age orwhatever pieces you need to tie
into your present system,"” explains
Albert Scherzer, manager of Weber
Steel and Body.

Here's a closer look at key features
of the system's individual compo-
nents.

The 5 in. dia. Auto-Fill auger has
slot openings and is suspended 2 in.
above the fertilizer hoppers. As fer-
tilizer is loaded into it (at either end)
the hoppers fill automatically in
series. When the first hopper is full,
the slot opening plugs automatically
in series. When the first hopper is
full, the slot opening plugs automati-
cally to send material to the number 2
hopper, then to number 3 and so forth
until all hoppers are full. Standard
models fit 4, 6, 8 and 12 row planters,
and most grain drills. For the Interna-
tional Cyclo planter, a special adap-
tor is available which allows the
horizontal fill auger to pass through
the central seed hopper without in-
terfering with normal operation of
the planter itself.

The Port-OtBox is 7 ft. 2 in, wide
and isavailablein 12 or 14 ft. lengths.
The 12 ft. box holds 7 to 8 tons of dry
fertilizer, depending on analysis, and
the 14 ft. box 9 to 10 tons. A chain-
ring combination mounted inside the
box allows the complete unit to be

Specially designed box has hinged sides which drop for side loading or
unloading of bagged seed and other materials. Converts from complete
flatbed to grainbox in matter of minutes.

lifted on and off the truck with a trac-
tor loader.

Designed for moving a lot of mater-
ial in a short time, the Port-O-Box is
equipped with a 4 in. horizontal
auger, and a 5 in. take-away auger.
The folding take-away auger is 10 ft.
long and folds in the middle for
down-the-road transport. A special
valve allows the horizontal auger to
be driven in either direction.

Scherzer notes that, although the
flighting in both the horizontal and
vertical augers is made of steel, cor-
rosion is no problem — “provided
the owner follows our proven re-
commendation for keeping it corro-
sion proof”,

Here's  the ftreatment  which
Scherzer says will “corrosion proof”
most any steel auger used for handl-
ing corrosive dry fertilizer: “*Wash
out the boxand augerand let dry fora
day or two. Then, auger through
completely three times a solution of
2%, gal. of waste engine oil mixed
with 2v, gal. of sawdust, oats or
cracked corn cobs. Run this solution
into the auger and leave it all packed
in the auger during the winter
months. The secret is in using waste

crank case oil. It doesn’t evaporate
away as does fuel and diesel oils,”
explains Scherzer.

The top end of the vertical auger is
equipped  with a  rope-control
mechanism, allowing the operator to
start the auger for automatic filling of
the hoppers while he loads seed into
the planter boxes. When the fertilizer
hoppers are full, he can pull the rope
to shut off the auger without having
to walk back to the truck.

The Port-O-Box is made of
plywood and will not rot if properly
painted and maintained, explains
Scherzer. It has 30° sloping sides —
enough to facilitate complete self-
cleaning without bridging problems.
It comes with a special pre-fitted tarp.

Cost of the plywood Port-O-Box
builk fertilizer hopper (14 ft.) is
$1,995. including tarp, hydraulic
motor and auxiliary hydraulic pump
and oil reservoir tank. Cost of the
custom-built truck box starts at about
$1,500. Cost of the Auto-Fill planter
or drill auger is $465 and up.

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Weber Steel and
Body, 3000 South Bradford Rd., Vas-
sar, Mich. 48768 (ph 517-868-4314).
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