Silo blower loads silage into “shaper”. Photo shows model designed to mount on walls
of existing bunker silo,

to make stacks on flat ground.

USE ON FLAT GROUND OR ON WALLS OF BUNKER SILO

New Silage “Shaper” Makes Self-Sealing Stacks

A pair of Wisconsin farmers say they got the
idea for their innovative new silage “shaper”
after seeing a portable airplane hangar at an
air show. “Someone said it looked like half
a 30-ft. silo and that got us thinking,” say
Dan and Mark Walder, Wittenberg, Wis.,
who went home and started working on a
unit that they hoped would make it easier 1o
stack silage on the ground or in bunker silos.

The Walders have stored silage in bunk
silos for 12 years. “We had previously tried
using elevators and blowers to pile silage
but we always had trouble with wind blow-
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ing silage all over. So we just stuck with the
old way of filling bunks - dumping, blading,
landscaping, packing, and so on. The prob-
lem is that each time you drive onto the
stack, you disrupt the ensiling process and
mix in mud and dint,” says Mark.

After deciding to try the quonset-type
hangar idea, the men built a prototype unit
32ft. wide by 16 {t. high, using metal trusses
covered by nylon canvas. They used it on
flat ground first, with no existing bunk silo
walls, blowing silage into the “shaper” with
asilo blower. “We blew in 15 loads before
we pulled the unit ahead about 10 ft. You
keep filling and moving until you’ve got the
stack as big as you want. Itlooks like a giant
load of bread when it's done,” says Mark.

“Thesilage packs itself, like in an upright
silo. And because you no longer disturb the
ensiling process, less oxygen gets mixed
into the stack. Any oxygen that gets into the
stack during the filling process turns into
carbon dioxide, and the pile seals itself.”

After the success of the first prototype,
the Walders built a model to mount on the
walls of a bunker silo. They say it lets them
load 30 percent more silage into the same
size bunker. Prototypes have stood up to
wind gusts of 40 mph or more.

“Other farmers who've seenit say there's
no need for a bunk silo since it makes tight,
well-packed stacks right on the ground,”
Mark notes. “We figure the shaper will cost
less than one year's interest on an upright
silo and there’s no property tax on this unit.
If you already have upright silos, you can
keep one of these units on hand for years
when you have a bumper crop. There’s
much less waste than with round bales and
you don’t have to deal with waste plastic
once the pile’s gone, like you do with big
bale silage or big silage bags. You can self-
feed from these stacks with an electric wire,
and there’s no limit to how big you can
make the stacks. It’s also quicker and easier
1o make a stack this way than the conven-
tional way of packing and landscaping, and
silage packs tighter in an clevated pile.”

The Walders have a patent pending on
the silage shaper.

For more information, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Mark & Dan Walder,

1525S. Cty. Rd. 1, Wittenberg, Wis. 54499
(ph 715 454-6458).

You can load 30 percent more silage into a bunk silo with “shaper”. It can also be used

Bale-cutting saw chain lets you cut up round bales into smaller pieces that are easier
to handle. Slicing up bales also makes it easier for cattle to tear off hay, reducing waste.

KNIFE-TYPE CUTTING TEETH SLICE
THROUGH HAY WITHOUT PLUGGING

New Chainsaw Chain
Designed To Cut Bales

Ifyou'veever tried to cutupabig round bale
with a chainsaw, you know it doesn’t work
100 well. Cutting teeth that doa great job on
wood tend to snag on hay and straw.

Now a New York inventor says he's
come up with new-style chain fitted with
knife-type cutting teeth that slice casily
through bales, making it easy 1o cut round
bales up into small-size “cookies” that you
can carry or roll by hand into barns for
feeding.

Emest Newman says farmers who feed
big bales outside should also take a look at
cutting up big bales. “You can save a lot of
hay by cutting into the perimeter of a bale
when you place it out for feeding. That
makes it easier for cattle to pull hay off the
roll so there's less waste. They keep their
heads up next 1o the bale as they eat rather
than continually pulling back to tear hay off
theroll, which results in hay dropping on the
ground.”

Newman’s “Big Bale Cutter” chain fits
larger chainsaws with .050 ga. bars with 3/
§ pitch (some smaller chainsaws can be
modifiedtoa 3/8 drive sprocket). The hand-

assembled chain can be made to any length.

The rectangular-shaped cutting teeth are
sharpened on the outer edge and have
rounded corners. They're alternated on the
chain with “sweeper” pieces that clear the
cut area of debris. As the chain cuts, it
removes a small sliver of hay from the bale
but doesn’t pull out long strands of hay like
conventional cutting chain does.

Newman says you should use a vegetable
oil-based oil to lubricate the chain when
cutting bales to avoid health problems to
animals, and operators should be aware of
possible fire hazard due to sparks from gas-
powered chainsaws. He recommends use
of electric-powered saws to reduce the
danger.

The chain sells for $89.95 plus $5 ship-
ping. Cutting teeth can be easily reshar-
pened on a standard grinding wheel or belt
sander.

Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup,
Ernest L. Newman, Big Bale Cutter, 458
N.Y.Rt 96,RD 4, Owego, N.Y. 13827 (ph
607 687-1244; fax 607 687-5275).





