Weed Badger adapts to all skid steer loaders, and to tractors as a rear (3 pt. hitch) or side mounted (either
right or left) unit.

VIRTUALLY PERFECT “IN THE ROW” WEED CONTROL

‘Weed Badger’: New Way to Weed Trees

Slickest machine we've seen for
keeping trees of any age virtually
free of weeds — right up to the trunk
of each tree — is the Weed Badger,
introduced by the Town and Country
Environmental Development Co.,
Marion, N. Dak.

The 'business end’ of the machine
is a hydraulically driven rotor that
turns at 110 rpm's. The standard
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Weed Badger rotor attachment is 16
in. in dia. and has 11 vertical-wound
spring teeth bolted to it.

Initially designed for use with all
makes of skid-steer loaders, the
machine is now available for side or
rear (3 pt hitch) mount on farm trac-
tors. [You don't have to remove the
front-end loader to use the Weed
Badger.)

“It'll work in areas no other high
production machine will reach,” says
Jack Anderson, inventor-manufac-
turer. Probably the most surprising
feature is that, regardless of how
heavy the stand of weeds, or the type
of weeds, the rotor won't wrap or
plug. What's more, it'll work in mud,
rocks, heavy sod and most other ex-
treme soil conditions.”

To weed a row of trees, you drive
alongside the row, with the outer
edge of the rotor running just over the
center line of the tree row. Using a
skid-steer loader, the driver steers the
rotor around and within an inch or
I(!SS ol “H! trees.

On tractor mounted models, a
hvdraulically-operated sensor arm
automatically retracts the rotor to
clear each tree. In cultivating newly
seeded saplings not vet large enough
to work against the sensor arm with-
out bending over, the operator con-
trols the in and out movement of the
arm with a manual control. When the
valve is released, Automatic Func-
lion is restored.

“Action of the rotating tines pro-
vides near-perfect weed control in
the rotor’s path,” explains Anderson.
“We figure one pass with the Weed
Badger is equivalent to 20 cultiva-
tions by ordinary means."

Anderson notes that the rotor stirs
the soil vigorously, reducing it to a
fine texture which reduces loss of
moisture to the atmosphere. “This
stirring action also incorporates air
into the soil which, in turn, stimu-
lates soil bacteria and releases nitro-
gen. In actual side by side tests, we've
seen as much as a 30 in. difference in
the growth of trees cultivated with
the Weed Badger, and those culti-

vated between bul not in the row.'

Anderson adds that the Weed
Badger can be used to prepare sod or
other soil in strips for planting trees.
It can also be used to cultivate under
fence lines, in fence corners, and
right up tight to farm buildings. The
Weed Badger is also being used to stir
litter in poultry barns, keeping it
fresh longer.

Here are other key features:

e Retraction speed of the arm in
maneuvering around trees is directly
proportional to travel speed to insure
automatic “close up" cultivation, re-
gardless of how fast the machine is
traveling down the row.

e The machine can be operated on
the right or left side of the tractor or
skid steer loader, depending on
which side the operator prefers. Av-
erage down-the-row working speed
is 1% 1o 2 mph.

e Regardless of terrain, the rotor
stays in the ground and digs at a uni-
form depth, and with a constant dig-
ging pressure. For example, if the
unit is mounted on the left side of the
tractor and, in going down the row,
the right wheels of the tractor dip into
a depression, a hydraulic circuit
valve automatically takes over to
hold the arm in the ground and keep
it at its pre-set digging depth.

For working in tight quarters, a
smaller diameter (12 in.) rotor called
the Weed Gopher is available. The
Weed Buster rotor, equipped with
heavy spike teeth, is available for use
in digging up old sod or other heavy
vegetation.

Cost of the Weed Badger machine
is right at $1,000. The hydraulic
motor used on the machine’s rotor
can be used to power grain augers, or
used with an auger lo serve as a post
hole digger.

For more details, contact: FARM
SHOW Followup, Weed Buster Divi-
sion, Town and Country Environ-
mental Development, Jack Anderson,
President, Marion, N. Dak. 58466 (ph
701 778-7511).

Home-Built Tractor

(Continued from cover page)

leaf-spring front axle. salvaged from a
Rockwell truck axle.

e For a big tractor, the Brute is
highly maneuverable, being able to
turn “hydrostatically’™ in a 15 fi.
radius.

Parts for the Brute were purchased
from junkyards and truck salvage
vards throughout Minnesota and
lowa. The frame, for example, is from
White and Dodge trucks. The rear
axle comes from a Mack 45 ton min-
ing truck purchased near Hibbing.
Minn. It's 12 ft. wide and somewhat
unusual in that, to use it. Stan
mounted the main tractor wheels on
the outside. and the duals inside.

The engine is a 855 cu. in. Cum-
mins diesel, producing 250 hp. “If |
were doing it again, I'd go with a
turbo-charged Cummins to get up-
wards of 350 hp..” says Stan.

Using rims salvaged from Steiger
and Deere tractors, he hand-made the
rear wheels. It would be simpler to
salvage the wheels and rear axle from
a Payloader, which would give you
the axle and wheels in one unit, and
would eliminate having to hand-
make the rear wheels " Stan points
out.

The transmission is a Fuller 10
speed Road Ranger, ranging in speed
from 1.5 to 22 mph.

Operating weight of the tractor,
with tire fluid and weights, is right at
24,000 Ibs. (19,000 lbs. without). In-
stead of buying bigger equipment to
pull behind his high horsepower
tractor at 3 to 4 mph. Stanley de-
signed his “2 wheeler'" to pull his
moderate sized equipment at 6 to 7
mph.

The Brute is equipped with a 3
spool hydraulic system. A small pto
coming out of the salvaged truck
transmission is sufficient for small
loads, such as powering spray
pumps. Fuel is carried in two 60-gal
tanks, one on each side.

Stan says he has no plans to pro-
duce the tractor commercially, ard
would be willing to print up a set of
“how to” plans if there is enough
interest to cover printing costs. at
about $5.00 per copy.

If you're interested, just drop him a
note saying, "'Yes, I'd be interested in
your plans for a home built tractor." If
there is enough interest, Stan will
have plans made up and send you a
copy, along with an invoice for about
$5.00.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Stan Friesen, Route 1, Box 91,
Mountain Lake. Minn. 56159.

On tractor-mounted units, sensor
automatically retracts rotor to
clear each tree.



