
44 • FARM SHOW • vol. 38, no. 6 • www.farmshow.com • www.bestfarmbuys.com • editor@farmshow.com • 1-800-834-9665  

United States
          Check here to renew.

(New & Renewal)

How To 
Subscribe 

To 
FARM SHOW

Make check payable to FARM SHOW. 
Clip and mail this coupon to: 

FARM SHOW, P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville, Minn. 55044 
Phone toll-free 800 834-9665 or go to www.farmshow.com

VISA, Mastercard, Discover, Amex, Paypal & Amazon accepted.

Name

Address

City                                         State /Prov.                  Zip

$23.95 for 1 yr.   
$44.95 for 2 yrs. 
$65.95 for 3 yrs. 

$29.95 (Can.) for 1 yr.
$56.95 (Can.) for 2 yrs. 
$82.95 (Can.) for 3 yrs.

Canada

Yes! I want to be fi rst to learn about latest new 
products. Please sign me up for FARM SHOW and send 
me a FREE copy of your just-published new 168-page 
book “Money Making Ideas To Boost Farm Income! 
Vol. III”.  

Take out a new subscription (or 
renew your existing subscription) and get 

a FREE copy of our new 168-page 
“Money Making Ideas Vol. III” book.

               
  My check ($_________) is enclosed. 
       

Money-Making Ideas
To Boost Farm Income!

“Made It Myself”
Mini Thresher

(Page 21)
 

New Goat Breed
Catches On Fast

(Page 107)

Tree Sculptor Makes
Living Furniture

(Page 89)

Family Famous
For Great Butter

(Page 14)
 

Custom Weaver
Adds Value To Wool

(Page 120)

Permanent Maze
Attracts Big Crowds 

(Page 37)

VOLUME III

Ear Of Corn Boosts Seed Business
Who knew plastic milk jugs could be made 
up to look like corn kernels? The idea came 
to Pioneer seed dealer Bob Erickson when he 
was trying to fi gure out how to make a giant 
ear of corn to promote his business. About 
1,000 milk jugs and lots of trial and error 
later he had a 16-ft. long ear of corn sitting 
in his Westby, Wis., yard.
 The inside frame is four sections of 
concrete reinforcing mesh. The top of the 
jugs fi t perfectly inside the squares. Erickson 
cut holes in the sides of the jugs and wove 
fencing wire through them and the mesh. To 
maintain the ear’s round shape, he cut round 
pieces of 1-in. foam board to place on the 
ends and between each of his four wire mesh 
sections. He bent the mesh to shape the ends 
and spray painted the kernels yellow.
 “There’s not much weight, but it’s strong,” 
Erickson says. 
 And it’s popular at parades, where Erickson 
throws out bags of “Norwegian Sweet Corn” 
(candy corn) with his business cards.
 Since he built his ear of corn 10 years ago, 
he’s made two more. One for a town that 
holds a corn festival and one for Richard 
Kastning, also a Pioneer seed dealer.
 “It fi ts my work, and we have different 
signs that we mount. Others have borrowed 
it as well,” Kastning says.
 A blacksmith painted the corn and built a 
saddle out of a calf hutch wire frame to hold 
it on a running gear trailer. When not in a 
parade, Kastning parks it in his yard with old 

John Deere equipment. 
 Erickson leaves his ear of corn out year 
round. He maintains it by blowing off loose 
paint and repainting it annually; so far the 
jugs are holding up well.
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Bob 
Erickson, 200 High Echo Lane, Westby, Wis. 
54667 (ph 608 632-0834; bobs.crop.center.
llc@plantpioneer.com) or Richard Kastning, 
N9657 Highway 151, Malone, Wis. 53049 
(ph 920 795-4745; kastningr@yahoo.com).

Pioneer seed dealer Bob Erickson made a giant ear of corn to promote his business 
using plastic milk jugs.

Need Some Traction? Stud It!
Whether you get around on 2 legs or 4 
wheels, small lag screws can provide cheap 
traction, say Bernie and Jackie Legg of 
Lawrencetown, Nova Scotia, who were 
featured in a recent issue of Rural Delivery 
magazine.
 The Leggs weren’t looking forward to 
buying snow chains for their snowblower at 
about $150, so they came up with the idea 
of studding the tires. They spent about $5 on 

some small lag screws and used an impact 
wrench to insert them into the tread on both 
tires.
 While Bernie was studding the tires, his 
wife was complaining that she was losing 
traction in her rubber boots while walking 
the dog, so guess what? Yup, she got studded 
boots as well.  

Reprinted with permission from Rural 
Delivery Magazine (www.rurallife.ca).

Bernie and Jackie Legg use an impact wrench to insert lag screws into their rubber 
boots, improving the traction. They used the same idea on their snowblower’s tires.

Grain Elevator Converted
To Eye-Catching Public Art

A few years ago the folks in Woodbine, 
Iowa (population 1,459) converted a huge, 
abandoned grain elevator into a beautiful 
work of public art that welcomes visitors 
to the town. The 20 by 20 by 65-ft. tall 
grain elevator is adorned with a 45-ft. 
high rust-colored metal corn stalk, set 
inside a rectangular metal frame that has 
a colorful green and white-striped field 
in the background. Wildfl owers grace the 
foreground, and LED fl oodlights light up the 
scene at night. 
 “The town pulled together to save the 
elevator. The artwork has made it a real 
point of pride for the community,” says Deb 
Sprecker, executive director of Main Street, a 
historic preservation group that spearheaded 
the project. “The elevator was built in the 
1940’s and originally had a feed mill attached 
to it. About 25 years ago a local co-op stopped 
using the buildings, and they sat abandoned 
for 20 years and slowly deteriorated.” 
 There was a movement to have the elevator 
razed, says Sprecker. “But taking it off 
the horizon was going to alter Woodbine’s 
skyscape, and the old ‘milk carton-shaped’ 
elevator, perched at the junction of Hwy. 30 
and the historic, brick-paved transcontinental 

Lincoln Highway, had been a prominent 
Woodbine sentinel for several generations. 
 The project, fueled by a funding partnership 
between the city, a local farm cooperative, 
and Main Street, became a reality after 
securing grants to assist with tearing down 
some non-contributing structures, rehabbing 
the elevator façade, and then working through 
a community design process to determine 
what would appear as art on the building.
 “The community wanted to save the 
elevator because so many other wooden 
elevators in the Midwest have been torn down 
and lost forever. They really rallied around 
the project,” says Sprecker.
 The field background, which shows 
contour farming strips, symbolizes a unique 
formation of wind-deposited soil called the 
Loess Hills, located in the western part of 
Iowa along the Missouri River. 
 Main Street received some grant funding 
and contracted with TMCO, a Lincoln, 
Nebraska company, to do the metal work. 
Emily Broderson designed the artwork.
 “We wanted the artwork to be as sustainable 
as possible so we designed it to last at least 
20 years without requiring any maintenance,” 
says Sprecker. “It’s made with high quality 

paint, and with LED lights we won’t have to 
change the light bulbs for a long time.”
  Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Deb 
Sprecker, Woodbine Main Street, 313 Walker 

St., Woodbine, Iowa 51579 (ph 712 647-
3434; woodbinemainstreet@windstream.net; 
www.woodbineia.com). 

Photo courtesy Deb Sprecker, Woodbine Main Street

Folks driving through 
Woodbine, Iowa, can’t miss 
the impressive work of art 
that welcomes visitors to 
town - a 45-ft. high, rust-
colored metal corn stalk 
on an abandoned grain 
elevator.


