Photo shows size of giant combine loader in relation to New Holland skid steer loader.
At point “A”, bale is 27 f1. off the ground.

LIFTS LOADS UP TO 27,000 LBS.

“Giant” Combine Loader Reaches 27 Ft. High

Robert Garton, Moundville, Mo., wasn’t
satisfied with the commercially-built hay
loader he used for his custom hay business
50 he built his own giant loader out of an old
Gleaner A2 combine.

“Itstacks bales 27 ft. high and safely lifts
loads up 1o 27,000 Ibs.,” says Garton, who
built the giant loader five years ago.

Garton stripped the combine down 1o the
frame and axles and replaced the original
engine witha 350 hp Ford 460 industrial gas
engine that mounts on back. Loader arms
are raised or lowered by a pair of giant 3-
stage, lelescoping cylinders that pivotat the

bottom. Each stage of the cylinders adds 4

ft. A 60 gpm hydraulic pump mounted on
the engine crankshaft provides hydraulic
lift power. There are (wo transmissions - a
4-speed Allison automatic and a 3-speed
manual transmission. The 6-ft. high, 30-in.
wide front flotation tires are off an old
combine and are mounted on home-built
wheels. The small 16-ply rear tires are new.
“We use it all the time to load bales or
machinery onto semi-trucks and to stack
bales in our barn,” says Garton. “It's well-
balanced and works like a loader mounted
on the back end of a big farm tractor with
reversed controls. When the cylinders are
fully extended the loader arms stand almost
straight up. It can stack small square bales
13 high and round bales four high.
“Ilooked at a lot of other loaders and did
a lot of thinking before I builtit. I needed a
loader that could handle more weight and
stack bales high to take full advantage of our
150 by 300-ft. hay barn which is 40 ft. high
at the peak. None of the loaders on the
market reached high enough for us, or if
they did they were too lighton the back end,
making them unstable. I've used my loader
to lifta 9-bottom DMI variable pitch mold-
board plow weighing 19,000 Ibs. onto a
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semi trailer. No matter what I pick up, the
rear wheels won't lift off the ground.

“I made 10 different quick-tach auach-
ments for it including a bucket, round bale
spike, pallet forks, bale grips for plastic-
covered round bales, and grapple forks
designed to handle 18 small square bales at
a time. We use the grapple forks to unload
bales from our self-propelled automatic bale
wagon. | also made a telescopic boom at-
tachment for it that can lift loads about 30 ft.
ahead of the loader and over a wall. We can
use any of the attachments on our two other
loaders.

“We often haul the combine loader with
a semi truck 10 other sites. One problem in
transport is that a protective steel cage sur-
rounds the operator and is 13 ft. high at the
top - 100 high when loaded on a semi truck
1o fitunder highway bridges. We solved the
problem by building the cage with four
telescoping posts that are raised or lowered
by a pair of hydraulic cylinders, one on each
side of the cage. The cylinders drop the cage
3 ft. making it highway safe. To lower the
cage, the operator pulls a pin from each
post, then leaves the engine running and
operates two valves from the ground. When
the cage iscompletely lowered the top of the
cab just touches the steering wheel.”

The cage cylinders are powered by a
hydraulic pump thatalso operates the power
steering. A ladder and guard rail on back of
the loader is used to enter the cage, and an
80-gal. fuel tank mounts under it.

Garton bought the giant loader cylinders
used from a Tulsa, Oklahoma company that
makes them for garbage trucks. The bottom
stage of the cylinder is 6 in. in dia., second
stage4 in. india., and third stage 3 in. in dia.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Robert Garton, Rt. 1, Moundville, Mo. 64771
(ph 417 922-3265).
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Garton uses loader tolift machinery - such as this moldboard plow - onto semi-trucks.

By Bill Gergen,
Associate Editor

Giant 1-stage telesmpmg cylinders pivot at bottom. Garton got cylinders off old

garbage truck.

Wayne Husak and father Peter, of Ne-
epawa, Manitoba, built this powerful log
splitter to split sections of old railroad ties
into lengths that fit their wood stove.

They built the splitter using a length of
railroad track mounted upside down be-
tween two wheels. The 10-in. high splitter
blade was made from an old road grader
blade and is pushed back and forth along
the splitter table by a hydraulic cylinder.
The angled blade is notched so it has more
power slicing into the tie.

*“A railroad line runs through our farm
and when they rebuilt the line, they cut 8-
ft. long ties into three pieces for us. How-
ever, the pieces were still too big for our
wood stove. We use the splitter to cut the
sections in half, then split them length-
wise,” says Wayne.

“Atone time we also used the machine
to crush empty 5-gal. chemical containers
for disposal. We replaced the blade with a
steel plate and used a longer hydraulic
cylinder. However, we don’t use it any-
more because we now buy our chemicals
in bulk containers.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Wayne Husak, Box 1228, Neepawa,
Manitoba, Canada ROJ 1HO (ph 204 476-
3868).

“Railroad Tie” Log Splitter

Husak built the splitter using alength of
railroad track mounted upside down
between twowheels. The angled blade s
notched so it has more power slicing
into the tie.






