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Buying gifts for farmers and ranchers is not easy.  
But we’ve got some great ideas!

Gift Subscriptions:  Do your friends a fa-
vor!  You can give the “First Gift” to yourself 
as a one-year extension of your own FARM 
SHOW subscription, entitling you to give 
reduced rate gift subscriptions to friends, 
relatives, business associates, students, 
or others. Each recipient gets a free copy 
of the 168-page “Look What They're Doing 
With Garden Tractors” book.

FARM SHOW On DVD-Rom - 10th Edition: Every 
issue of FARM SHOW ever published (through Vol. 35, No. 
4) appears on this  “searchable” DVD-Rom, which works 
on any personal computer. New version has an improved 
“search” feature (see enclosed order envelope for details).

Back Issues: Catch up on what you’ve missed!  We still have approximately 
175 back issues available from the past 36 years of FARM SHOW.  You can 
buy the whole set or just a year or two of individual issues.

To order, go to www.FARMSHOW.com, 
or use the Order Form enclosed in this issue.  

You can also call us at 1-800-834-9665.  
VISA, Mastercard, Discover, Paypal & Amazon accepted.

“Best Bargain In Farming”: Join thousands 
of your fellow FARM SHOW readers who’ve already 
ordered a copy (or copies) of our giant 482-page  
“Encyclopedia of Made It Myself Ideas - Volume I”.  
It’s the “best bargain in farming”, as one subscriber 
told us, featuring more than 1,200 best ideas from 
issues published from 2000 to 2005.

“Encyclopedia of Made It Myself Ideas” 
- Volume II:   The second volume of our popular 
“Encyclopedia” books.  Featuring the best “made it 
myself” ideas from the 2005 to 2010 issues of FARM 
SHOW, this big 482-page book is fully indexed to 
make it easy to fi nd any idea you’re interested in. It 
makes a fantastic gift for friends, relatives, business 
associates and even your local senior citizen home!

More FARM SHOW Books: These collections of information on specifi c 
topics will provide hours of great reading, and might save you money or give 
you an idea for a new on-farm enterprise.  Topics include, “Money-Making Ideas 
To Boost Farm Income” (Vol. I & II), “I Made My Own Tractor”, “Energy Sav-
ing Ideas”, “How To Repower Anything”,  “Combines & Schoolbuses”,  “Great 
Shop Ideas”, and “Just For Kicks”.

Great Gift Ideas For Christmas

“Tube Scoop” Picks Up Walnuts
“My ‘tube scoop’ makes it easy to pick 
walnuts up off the ground. It glides over 
my lawn with ease,” says William Yewell, 
Ogden, Iowa.
 Made from 4-in. dia. thin wall plastic 
pipe, the scoop measures 36 in. long and is 
capped at one end. An A-shaped aluminum 
pipe handle is bolted to the ends of the pipe. 
Yewell simply pulls the tube along the ground 
to scoop up nuts.
 “It’s easy to use and saves a lot of time. I 
can make 2 or 3 passes without any walnuts 
falling out,” says Yewell. “I don’t have to 
bend over at all. It’ll hold about 40 walnuts, 
which is a lot more than commercial wire 
basket scoops can hold. When the scoop is 
full I just dump the nuts into a bucket.” 
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, William 
Yewell, 1721 K Ave., Ogden, Iowa 50212 (ph 
515 275-2252).

William Yewell’s “tube scoop” is open at 
one end. He simply pulls the tube along the 
ground to scoop up nuts.

Nifty Way To Bundle, Palletize Firewood
We spotted this fi rewood handling idea in 
Europe. PackFix mechanically creates a 
palletized bundle of fi rewood that’s about 
4 ft. in dia. and 5 ft. tall.   Each bundle of 
wood is securely wrapped with plastic netting 
so pallets can be handled mechanically and 
stacked up to 3 high for storage. 
 “This is one of the most innovative and 
effi cient tools for handling fi rewood that 
I’ve ever seen,” says Len Christianson, who 
supplies fi rewood to homeowners in northern 
Minnesota.  Although Christianson doesn’t 
own the equipment, he viewed the website 
video and was sold on its ease of operation, 
its ability to bundle and palletize wood in a 
single step, and the fact that wood is wrapped 
in open netting, allowing it to dry after 
being bundled. “This equipment would cut 
our hand labor in half and allow us to store, 
load, unload and handle wood mechanically,” 
Christianson says. “One person could deliver 
pallets of wood with a trailer and skid steer 
and take the place of two people that are 
doing that now.”
 The PackFix drum sets under a sturdy 
metal frame with a winch that raises and 
lowers the drum after it’s fi lled. The drum 
can be fi lled with pieces of split fi rewood 8 
to 20 in. long by hand or with a conveyor.  
When the drum is full, the operator raises 
it with the remote-controlled winch while a 
wrapping arm automatically circles the drum 
and applies plastic netting. When the drum 

clears the top of the bundle the net is cut and 
tied to secure the bundle on the pallet.  
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Michael 
Hansen, International Marketing, POSCH 
Gesellschaft m.b.H., Paul-Anton-Keller-
Strasse 40, AT-8430 Leibnitz/Kaindorf, 
Landesgericht für ZRS Graz FN 66695 g 
Austria (ph +43 0 3452 82954;
leibnitz@posch.com; www.posch.com).
  

PackFix mechanically creates a palletized 
bundle of fi rewood that’s securely wrapped 
with plastic netting.

Mobile Shade Cloth Keeps Cattle Cool

Bernard Hand built this large, portable shade unit for his cattle. It mounts above a 
transport trailer. He mounted a second shade unit on top of a 1971 Ford truck.

When Bernard Hand of Fillmore, Ill., decided 
to raise cattle on organic land 3 years ago, 
he switched to rotational grazing. He has 2 
different cow herds and needed shade for 
cows, newborn calves and feeder cattle in 
pastures scattered up to a mile apart. 
 He and his brother Dennis solved the 
problem by building a pair of large, portable 
shade units using shade cloth. One unit 
extends high above a 1971 Ford truck, and 
the other mounts above a transport trailer that 
was fl ipped upside down to gain more height. 
 The truck-mounted shade cloth measures 
40 ft. sq. while the trailer-mounted shade 
measures 40 ft. long by 20 ft. wide. A 
4-wheeler ATV is used to pull it.
 “They look a little odd but they really 
work well,” says Hand. “Our neighbors like 
to call them experimental aircrafts. We move 
the shade units every 24 hours to keep the 
cattle from trampling the grass too much in 
each area, and to keep manure spread out 
as much as possible since we don’t use any 
synthetic fertilizer on our pastures. They’re 
lightweight, which makes them easy to move; 
yet they’re heavy enough that cows can’t tip 

them over. 
 “During winter, we take the shade cloths 
and their frames apart and store them in a 
shed. A local high school boy who’s taking 
welding classes in our local school did 
much of the welding work, which I greatly 
appreciated.” 
 They got the shade cloth from a neighbor 
who was no longer using it. It came in 40 by 
20-ft. sections. They used heavy zip ties to 
tie all the sections to a frame made from light 
tubing. The tubing bolts to a 2 by 4 wooden 
frame attached to the fl oor of the truck bed. 
 The trailer-mounted shade cloth mounts 
on a frame made from 1/2-in. rebar, which is 
welded to a 1-in. dia. steel pipe frame that’s 
welded to the trailer’s wheel supports. 
 “We’ve used the truck-mounted shade 
for 3 years and couldn’t be happier with it,” 
says Hand. “We built the rotary hoe-mounted 
shade late last summer so it hasn’t gotten 
much use yet. We got the idea from Joel 
Salatin in Virginia, who promotes organic 
farming and fi rst made a portable metal shade 
cloth unit about 35 years ago.  
 “The truck-mounted shade cloth is 40 ft. 

wide, so driving it down the road can get a 
little tricky. We drive along one side of the 
road to avoid contacting electric poles. I 
thought the shade cloth might tear apart in 
strong winds, but it hasn’t because the wind 
goes right through it. The truck unit has a high 

center of gravity and the truck has a narrow 
wheelbase so I drive really slow.” 
 Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Bernard 
Hand, 12284 E. 21st Rd., Fillmore, Ill. 
62032 (ph 217 538-2051; Bernard.hand@
conklinibo.com).
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Dual-Wheeled Cadet 
Looks Factory-Built

(Page 14)

Self-Propelled 
Boom Loader

(Page 50)

 World’s First
Collection Of

Garden Tractor
Inventions!

FROM THE EDITORS OF

 
FARM SHOW

Magazine
On 

DVD-ROM

®

Vol. 1, No. 1, 1977 
To

Vol. 35, No. 4, 2011

DVD-Rom 
For

PC or Mac

EVERY ISSUE 
EVER PUBLISHED 

PLUS A 
SEARCHABLE INDEX

MAGAZINE


