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The Fourth Season With Four Season Tools
As the temperature drops, farmers and gar-
deners across the country begin to take a 
deeper breath, refl ect on the past year’s 
successes, and make preparations for the 
approach of winter weather. Despite Moth-
er Nature’s attempt to wind down for the 
season, the demand for quality local food 
doesn’t slow. Luckily, many people are 
putting effort into extending the food grow-
ing season through the winter.
     It might not seem like things are slowing 
down if you stepped into the workshops or 
agriculture buildings of Four Season Tools 
in Kansas City, Missouri. This innova-
tive and fast growing company is hard at 

GAP-compliant custom washing area 
designed by Four Season Tools in Mis-
souri.
     Four Season Tools promotes year-round 
production by integrating low tunnels, sta-
tionary high tunnels, mobile high tunnels, 
and hoop coops. As the industry leader in 
movable agriculture buildings, they invent-
ed the V-track, an integrated moving and 
anchoring system, and a simple and afford-
able pipe skid system allowing buildings to 
move not only along their length, but also 
laterally. Movable buildings add fl exibility 
for vegetable production, pasturing ani-
mals, or year-round access to compost. 
     They have also pioneered solar-powered 
movable high tunnels, hip board integrated 

rain water capture systems, and prefab-
ricated panelized endwalls. Greg is the 
company’s lead engineer and has spent his 
career implementing sustainable technolo-
gies, including hydrogen fuel cells, green 
building practices, and biofuel production 
systems. Greg talks about working with 
Mike: “Our innovation is driven by farm-
ers. Many solutions that farmers need have 
not been addressed by the industry and 
have not been commercially available until 
now.”
     Mike, the company’s lead Agriculture 
Specialist, has been consulting in the de-
velopment and implementation of farms 
for years. After college, he completed ag-
riculture-based work in West Africa, man-
aged Eliot Coleman’s Four Season Farm in 
Maine, developed an urban farm in Chi-
cago, and partnered with his wife, Katie, 
to operate their own certifi ed organic farm 
and research site in Northeast Iowa.
     Mike’s diverse experience benefi ts pro-
ducers across the country. As he explains, 
“We provide an enormous amount of value 
for the clients we work with, especially 
when we’re working in a space that is de-
veloping so rapidly. With all of the options 
in agriculture, our clients appreciate having 
our expertise as part of their team to iden-
tify the best solution for their needs.” Four 
Season Tools helps with farm planning and 
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Four 3-position 30x48 movable High 
Tunnels at Heritage Prairie Market in 
Illinois, a farm designed by Four Season 
Tools.

between the implementation of agricultural 
ideas and engineering the technology to 
make those ideas available. Mike added, 
“It’s incredible to be a farmer working with 
a team of engineers, fabricators, clients, 
and academics to make small-scale food 
production more effi cient and economi-
cally viable.”
     When Greg is asked what they see com-
ing in the near future, he responds, “Farm-
ing year-round systems is hard work. There 
are a lot of good ideas and we’re excited 
that we play a part in bringing them to the 
fi elds.”
     “Everyone eats, all four seasons,” adds 
Mike.
     For additional information about Four 
Season Tools call (816) 444-7330 or visit 
SmallFarmTools.com.

strategies, soil and compost management, 
structure and equipment procurement, and 
organic and GAP certifi cation assistance.
     Four Season Tools has found a balance 

Early season trellised tomatoes in a Four 
Season Tools V-Track High Tunnel.  
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Save Up To 70 Percent On Deere Baler Parts
Nelson Horning specializes in high-wear 
Deere small square baler parts for 30 to 
70 percent off dealer list price. He offers 
salvaged parts as well as a growing number 
of parts he fabricates himself or has made 
by suppliers. 

“We are concentrating on fabricating 
major wear parts and those where we can 
save our customers the most money,” says 
Horning.”

Horning carries other newly fabricated 
ejector parts, as well as plunger or pitman 
pins, restrictor plates for bale chambers 
and a growing number of bearings. He also 

makes or modifi es a number of parts for the 
pickup unit.

“We make bands and bend pickup teeth 
for a better pickup, as well as making the 
bracket for the pickup gauge wheel,” he 
says.

He’s been selling all over the U.S. and is 
also adding some New Holland baler parts 
and intends to expand into multiple brands 
of discbines.

Horning dismantles salvageable balers 
and discbines and inspects and shelves 
useable parts. He plans to add testing 
equipment for hydraulic pumps. Currently 

he cleans and visually checks them, 
rebuilding if need be.

Not all Horning’s parts are for sale. He is 
giving away the safety warning label that 
goes on bale ejector screens. While it’s a 
small item, he believes it’s an important 
decal to have in place as a safety reminder.

“Anybody who wants one can contact 
me, and I’ll mail it free of charge,” says 
Horning, who promises to include his parts 
list in the envelope.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, 
Nelson Horning, 250 Lovejoy Rd., Penn 
Yan, N.Y. 14527 (ph 585 526-6705).


