If a “hog fight’ breaks out, Monkey Doodle will immediately intercede
to break it up.

LIVE MONKEY EATS,
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PLAYS, SLEEPS WITH HOGS

Monkey Business In
The Hog House

Some people seem to just monkey
around in the hog business. But Fa-
bian Cobb of Amazonia, Mo, has had
a real monkey in his hog house for
aboul eight years.

That's right. There's a female
rhesus monkey that eats, sleeps and
plays with Cobb’s hogs — even hops
on for an occasional “'bareback ride”
which some of the pigs don’t ap-
preciate.

Some 13 or 14 years ago, a wild
monkey showed up in Amazonia and
made a nuisance of herself for several
years by frequently opening gates to
release chickens, rabbits and other
animals. She then moved in with the
pigs on a nearby farm and lived there
about four years — until the owner
sold all his hogs but one sow. Later,
the sow escaped and headed for
Cobb’s, with the monkey on her back.
Mrs. Cobb called the owner who
came after the sow, but left the mon-
key.

The Cobbs gave her a name, Mon-
key Doodle, and she has lived there
with the pigs since then. “She eats
what the pigs eat,” says Cobb, “and
especially in cold weather, she'll
climb right on top of them and go to
sleep.” Do the pigs mind? ‘“They
don't have much choice,” says Cabb,
“If one of them moves, she wakes up
real quick and just hops back on top
again."”

They've had no real problems with
Monkey Doodle, but Cobb says that
sometimes when a sow is farrowing
the monkey may make her nervous
and cause the sow to get up and down
too often. But, in spite of repeated
efforts, Monkey Doodle is still quite
wild and “‘uncatchable.”

“She’s bigger than a big coon,”
says Cobb, who estimates Monkey
Doodle’s weight at 30-40 lbs. “'She
readily climbs trees, fences and
buildings and never seems to fall.

“If we offer her a banana, she'll ig-
nore it until we move well away.
Then, she’ll eat it with great joy.”

The Cobbs suspect that Monkey
Doodle may have been mistreated by
humans when she was young, or that
she simply grew up wild before she
appeared in Amazonia.

Says Mrs. Cobbs: “*She's had a lot of
publicity. A number of magazines
and newspapers have sent writers
and photographers to verify the fact
that a wild monkey really lives with
hogs on the Cobb farm in Northwest
Missouri. We have a scrapbook full of
pictures and stories on her.

Monkey Doodle really hit the “*big
time' when Farmland Industries, of
Kansas City, featured her in an
American Trails television show.
Since then, she has been featured in
TV newscasts across the country, and
someone told the Cobbs that they
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ALSO WORKS WITH CUCUMBERS

How To Grow A -
Pear In A Bottle

There's nothing quite like the taste of
brandy flavored with real fruit.

That's what gave a couple of
Michigan orchardists the novel idea
of putting a whole pear in a bottle
which can be filled with brandy.

But how do you get a full size pear
into a bottle?

There's really only one way, and
that's to grow it in the bottle, which is
exactly what Marlene and Richard
Dopheide, of Westview Farm, Mal-
tawan, Mich., do. The Dopheides ex-
perimented with about 35 of these
last year and ended up with 50% suc-
cess.

“In the spring, when the young
pear is still small, we slip it through
the neck of a brandy bottle and leave
it attached to the tree.,” Marlene
Dopheide explains. “Then, we turn
the bottle upside down and tape and
wire the whole thing to another
branch of the tree.”

even saw her on TV in Japan.

Monkey Doodle is quite protective
of her four-legged friends and will
even hop into the middle of a hog
fight to pound on their snouts to
break things up. But, when the TV
crew showed up, Monkey Doodle ran
for the woods and refused to come out
until Cobb started ringing one of the
hogs. The squeals brought Monkey
Doodle on the run, and she hit Cobb
on the head before he could get his
guard up.

Monkey Doodle doesn't get outside
very much in real cold weather, and
never gets very far from the pigs,
which have long since grown accus-
tomed to her monkey business!

Marlene Dopheide (left) sells a
‘‘pear in a bottle" to a customer.

The pear grows and ripens in the
bottle and can be picked when ready.
You can pour brandy over the pear in
the bottle and it will become fruit fla-
vored. When the bottle is empty. you
can fill itagain and the pear will con-
tinue to add flavor.

The Dopheides have a few cautions
for those who want to try this. First,
pick a location on the north side of
the tree so the pear will not get sun
scalled. Second, you can expect to
spend some time cleaning up the out-
side of the bottle after it is taken off
the tree. Third, use plain, not fla-
vored, brandy for best results.

Others who've tried it report that as
a conversation piece, cucumbers
also are relatively easy to grow inside
a pop, beer or whiskey bottle. Just siip
the bottle over a bud early in the sea-
son, tape it into position and let na-
ture take its course.
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