Big Snowblower Fitted
To Home-Built Tractor
“I doubt there’s anything on the market that
can outperform it,” says Jeff Lang about his
home-built tractor that’s equipped with a
loader-mounted snowblower.
The blower is belt-driven by a separate diesel engine that has its own battery, starter and
controls. There’s a 1,000-lb. steel counterweight on back of the tractor to counteract
the weight of the 5-ft. wide snowblower that
rides on metal skids, with a length of grader
blade welded on in front.
It can handle snow up to 32 in. deep and
throw it out up to 40 ft. “Practically everything on this tractor is built extra heavy.
The loader can lift about 1,600 lbs. so it
can easily handle the weight of the snowblower,” notes Lang.
The tractor was originally built by
Lang’s father, Gilbert, and was powered
by a Continental engine out of a 1970 combine. In 1990 the tractor was retrofitted
with a 1987 Datsun B210 engine equipped
with a 4-speed transmission.
The tractor ’s hood and front grill are off
a Farmall A or B tractor. Sections of canvas on both sides of the tractor keep snow
off the engine and also helps direct the
engine’s heat back into the cab.
The tractor ’s heavy duty rear axle is off
an electric forklift and was chosen because
it has a low gear ratio. The front axle was
home-built, while the wheels and spindles
are off a 1987 Volkswagen Golf. The rear
tires are off a Ford car and were retrofitted to the forklift axle.
The snowblower was originally powered
by a 12 hp, 1-cyl. Wisconsin engine which
was underpowered, so it was replaced with a

32 hp, 4-cyl. Wisconsin which also turned
out to be slightly underpowered. Then in 1992
the snowblower was made new with a 1986
Volkswagen Golf 65 hp diesel engine
equipped with a 5-speed transmission.
The chute is fitted with a hydraulic motor
and hydraulic power comes from the tractor
and can be rotated on-the-go. The augers on
front of the snowblower and the blower itself were shop-built.
According to Lang, the tractor could be
used to power a hydraulic pump to operate
the snowblower. “However, that would require the tractor engine to run at very high
rpm’s which would increase the ground speed
way too much.
“You wouldn’t have that problem with a
hydrostatic transmission. As it is, the tractor’s
engine runs at idle most of the time, keeping
the ground speed real slow and the snowblower engine running faster. This allows the
snowblower to run at peak performance in
heavy snow. The auger flighting is a unique
design and breaks up and pulls in huge
amounts of snow.”
Lang says his dad made several front-end
loaders over the years, and he even made his
own hydraulic lift cylinders using seamless
pipe to withstand higher pressures.
“The piston was made out of old beer cans.
The cans were melted down into a cylinder
shape and machined to the appropriate size
to fit the cylinder and to accept the oil seals.
The cylinder wall is a piece of steamless steel
pipe,” notes Lang.
Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Jeff
Lang (ph 757 873-1662; jhunsch@g
mail.com).

“It can handle snow up to 32 in. deep and throw it out up to 40 ft.,” says Jeff Lang
about his home-built tractor equipped with a loader-mounted snowblower.

Snowblower is powered by a Volkswagen Golf 65 hp diesel engine equipped with a 5speed transmission.

“I spent only about $2,800 to build it,” says Denny Alles, who turned an old Case 660
self-propelled combine into a snowplow, sprayer, and sidedress machine.

Old Case Combine Makes
Great Sprayer, Snowplow
Denny Alles, Roanoke, Ind., recently sent
FARM SHOW photos of a sprayer he built
out of an old Case 660 self-propelled combine equipped with a 4-cyl. gas engine.
He found the combine sitting in a
neighbor’s woods and got it for nothing. He
pulled it home and stripped it down to the
cab. He made a new frame out of 8-in. channel iron, keeping the wheelbase at its original length. He mounted the engine where the
threshing cylinder had been, then mounted a
550-gal. tank behind the engine. A 45-ft. long,
3-pt. mounted boom mounts in place of the
header. The header’s lift cylinder is used to
raise and lower the boom up to 4 ft. off the
ground.
“The cab sits up high so I have a great view,
and the 4-cyl. engine is very fuel efficient,”
says Alles. “I spent only about $2,800 to build

it. Recently I added some foam markers to
the boom.”
A couple of years after building the sprayer,
Alles found an old anhydrous toolbar and
decided to mount it on front for side dressing
field corn. “It works well because I can
straddle three rows instead of two, which allows me to side dress without skipping any
rows,” he says.
He also converted an old state highway
snow plow for use on front of the machine.
“Whenever the toolbar or snow blade is attached, I have to add weights to the back in
order to steer effectively. All the attachments
for this machine ‘quick tatch’ for easy
hookup,” he notes.
Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Denny
Alles, 2918 E. 1000 N., Roanoke, Ind. 46783
(ph 260 672-3135).

A 45-ft. long, 3-pt. mounted boom mounts in place of the header, while a 550-gal. tank
mounts behind the cab.

An anhydrous toolbar can be mounted on front for side dressing field corn.
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