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On-The-Go Loader-Mounted Bale Cutter
You’ve never seen anything like this revolu-
tionary new bale cutter that mounts on a front-
end loader. It was invented by Allan
Schierman of Vulcan, Alberta, who recently
sent FARM SHOW photos of the unit.

“I have a great view of what I’m doing

without having to look back, so waste is kept
to a minimum,” says Schierman.

The bale cutter cuts round or large square
bales of hay, silage, or straw. It has a hydrau-
lically operated upper jaw with five large,
sharpened cutting teeth that slice through the
bale. The upper jaw also has a spike that ex-
tends about 8 in. beyond the center cutting
tooth so that a bale can be held between the
jaws without cutting it. The lower jaw has
teeth that are dull and don’t cut the bale or
the twine.

When the jaws close, the lower half of the
bale falls away and the upper half is held in
the bale cutter. The spike under the teeth goes
into a sheath in lower jaw so that the upper
and lower teeth interlock with only a 1/8-in.
gap between them.

Hooked to the tips of the retaining arms
are spring-loaded cables that stretch around
the cut edge of the upper half bale as the jaws
close. “The cables keep the loose layers of
the bale from blowing off if I’m transporting
a half bale any distance when it’s windy,” says
Schierman.

Here’s how he uses the bale cutter. “When-
ever it’s not muddy, I use the bale cutter to
drop piles of hay on the ground in a stubble
field.

“When feeding round bales on the ground,
I hold the bale about 6 ft. off the ground and
then cut into it until a little hay falls off in a
pile. Then I back up the tractor and cut into
the bale some more to make another pile. I
repeat this process until the jaws are closed,
which makes about four piles with the first
half bale. Then I lower the half bale that’s
still in the bale cutter to the ground and let it
half way out of the jaws, so that I can pick it
up again and re-cut it to make a few more
piles. It takes me about three minutes to cut
up an entire bale.

“When I’m done, I shut off the tractor and
gather up the twine, which falls off as I go.
Sometimes I’ll load 10 or 12 bales onto a
trailer and feed them in two different fields.”

Schierman also uses the bale cutter to feed
hay along a feed-through fence. “I keep the
bale cutter low to the ground and cut the bale
all the way through for each pile so that the
piles stay fairly neat and intact. Cutting a bale
into thirds or quarters makes it easier to pick
up the layers with a pitchfork,” he says.

He also uses the unit to cut up straw bales
for bedding. He scatters the piles out with a
pitchfork.

He has also used the bale cutter on large
square bales. “I found that by picking large
square bales up from the end, I can cut
through the layers to make piles. Since the
layers on a square bale aren’t continuous like
they are on a round bale, the hay falls off
cleaner as each layer is cut. Also, if the re-
taining arms on the upper jaw are unbolted
and taken off, the hay that would have been

held inside the bale cutter can also fall off
layer by layer as the jaw passes under it. This
way I can convert the entire bale into piles
without having to set it down to re-cut it like
I do with round bales.”

He built his first loader-mounted bale cut-
ter five years ago. Two years ago he built a
second, improved model and has since ap-
plied for a patent. “If anyone is interested,

I’d consider building them for about $4,000
to $5,000 Canadian. I can send more photos
and information to anyone who is interested.
If there’s a lot of interest, I’ll probably look
for a manufacturer,” he says.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Allan
Schierman, P. O. Box 149, Vulcan, Alberta,
Canada T0L 2B0 (ph 403 485-6714;
allanschierman@yahoo.ca).

Bale cutter has a hydraulically-operated upper jaw with with five large, sharpened
cutting teeth that slice through bale.

When  jaws close, lower half of bale falls away and upper half is held in the bale cutter.

To feed bales on the ground, Schierman cuts them up as he moves backward.

Handy-Dandy Shovel Strap
“It’s a whole new concept.  There’s never
been anything like it.  People can’t believe
how well it works and what a relief it is to
shovel this way,” says Robert LeChance, in-
ventor of the Shovel Strap that attaches to
any shovel, pitchfork, or other long-handled
tool.

It consists of a 5-ft. adjustable nylon strap
that U-bolts to the top and bottom of the
handle.  To use it, you wrap the 1-in. wide
nylon strap around your hand and hold the
upper end of the shovel handle with your
other.

“Other manufacturers have come up with
bolt-on handles but they’re fixed in place and
you generally still have to bend over and
they’re not very versatile,” says LeChance.

With the Shovel Strap, you can slide your
hand up and down the strap, or wrap more or
less strap around your hand.  “It lets people
who thought they couldn’t shovel anymore
get back out there because they can stand up
straight and still work.”

Another benefit of the strap handle is that
it makes it easy to toss stuff.  “You can really
fling hay or dirt by using the strap to give the
shovel or pitchfork a flip.”

The patented Shovel Strap just came on the
market last fall. It sells for $24, shipping in-
cluded.

Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Rob-
ert LeChance, Drive Wheel Mfg., 91 24th

Street, Shapleigh, Maine  04076  (ph 207 636-
3011; www.shovelstrap.net).

Shovel strap lets you shovel without bend-
ing over.  It’s held in place by two U-bolts.

You can adjust length of strap by moving
a buckle on the strap, or simply wrapping
it around your hand.


