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Equestrian Explorer Sets Out Again
Last September, 68-year-old Texan Gene
Glasscock set out on a 20,000-mile horse-
back ride to the capital city of every state in
the contiguous 48 states. He began his trip in
Denver, Colorado, and figures he’ll be on the
road for three years.

So far, he’s been to Casper, Wyoming Lin-
coln, Nebraska, and Topeka, Kansas. He left
Topeka for Jefferson City, Missouri on No-
vember 17, and was planning to go from there
to Little Rock, Arkansas. The route and
schedule from Little Rock will take him east
through Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia,
Pennsylvania and then to Connecticut and the
rest of the New England states.

He’s hoping to meet the governors in as
many states as possible.

Glasscock is no stranger to long rides. He
made history nearly 20 years ago when he
rode a quarter horse named Cactus from the
Arctic Circle in Canada to the Equator in
Ecuador. The 12,000-mile trip earned him a
mention in Ripley’s Believe It or Not.

Glasscock started his trip with two Ten-
nessee Walking Horses but has found that
while the walkers are easy to ride, they
weren’t quite as sure-footed along highways

and road ditches as he would like. He’s plan-
ning to switch to a pair of American Mus-
tangs soon.

He averages between 15 and 20 miles a
day. He seldom knows where he’ll spend the
night when he leaves in the morning. He of-
ten sleeps in church basements. Once he slept
in a carpenter’s shed. A bigger concern than
where he’ll sleep is finding feed for the horses
along the way. “I’ve had a little trouble find-
ing good alfalfa hay for the horses, and
they’re kind of particlar about what they eat,”
he says. He thinks the Mustangs may not be
quites as fussy as the Tennessee Walkers.
He’s also had a few problems with horse
shoes and slick road surfaces. Twice so far,
his mount has fallen and pinned him down,
but neither rider nor horse have been seri-
ously injured.

Part of the purpose for Glasscock’s ride is
to raise money for an educational fund for
underprivileged young adults from Paraguay,
where Gene worked teaching English after
his trip to the Equator.

Glasscock is a member of a group called
the Long Riders Guild, an international group
of modern equestrian explorers. You can fol-

low his progress on the Internet, as well as
learn more about other long rides currently
in progress at www.thelongridersguild.com.
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Gene Glasscock recently set out on a 20,000-mile journey to the capital city of every
state in the contiguous 48 states. He plans to ride for three years.

Brian Bahlmann started with a 10-ft. dia. black plastic livestock watering tank. PVC
tubing at bottom of tank pumps air into water.

Barrel stove inside tub heats water. Hose runs from hot tub to air compressor. Note:
When in use, stove is set up outside, away from noisy compressor.

Homemade Hot Tub
Surprises Party Guests

When Brian Bahlmann promised his friends
a soak in a hot tub at his New Year’s Eve
party last year, most of them figured he was
just talking.  After all, they knew Bahlmann
didn’t own a hot tub.

So most of the guests arrived sans swim-
ming suit.  “We used every old swim suit in
the house that night,” Bahlmann recalls.

Although Bahlmann didn’t have a factory-
made hot tub, he had in his shop all the right
parts to make one that many of his friend
thought was just as good.

He started with a 10-ft. dia. black plastic
livestock watering tank.  “The kids use it for
a swimming pool in the summer,” he says.

He then used a 55-gal. steel drum to make
a simple wood-fired heater for the hot tub.
To one end of the drum he welded a couple
of 4 1/2-ft. lengths of 2 1/2-in. sq. steel tub-
ing.  This made legs for the drum to sit on in
the bottom of the tank.  He cut a door about
18 in. wide in the top third (from the ring to
the top) of the drum.  He added hinges and a
latch to the door to make it easy to put wood
in the heater.  He cut a couple of lengths of
round steel pipe that were almost as long as
the barrel and inserted those in holes in the
upper end of the barrel.  These bring fresh
air from above the barrel down to the fire,
which he builds in the bottom of the barrel.

Finally, he made a chimney.  “I had an old
adapter that allowed you to put an auger
through a grain bin door.  It’s a steel plate
with a piece of steel pipe in the middle of it.
You put that over the inspection hole in a bin
door and fit the auger through the pipe.  I cut
a hole in the top of the barrel and bolted that
over the hole.  Then I attached 4 ft. of 6 in.
stovepipe to it,” he says.

Every respectable hot tub had bubbles, and
Bahlmann’s is no different.  To force air
through the hot water, he made an X out of
1/2-in. dia. PVC pipe cut a few inches shorter
than the 10 ft. diameter of the tank.  He put
Ts with shorter lengths of pipe on the outside
ends of three legs of the X to direct airflow.
On the fourth leg, he added a garden hose
fitting.  That let him run a garden hose from
the hot tub to the air compressor in his shop.

The day before the party, Bahlmann set the
stove into the stock tank and weighted it down
by putting tractor weights on the legs where
they extended beyond the stove.  He dropped
the PVC pipe air line into the bottom of the
tank and weighted each leg down a concrete
block wrapped in old bath towels.  Then he
filled the tank up to the ring on the stove bar-
rel just below the door (about 2 1/2 ft. deep)
filled the stove with wood and lit the fire.
He set a sump pump in the tank to keep the
water circulating around the stove.  The tank
holds about 900 gal. of water.

He used duct tape to fasten Owens-Corn-
ing Attic Blanket insulation (not the itchy
pink fiberglass kind) around the outside of
the tank to help hold in the heat.

“It took just over 24 hours to heat the wa-
ter to a little over 100-degrees,” he says.   He
only had to add wood to the stove a couple
of times.

Just before party time, he removed the
sump pump that had been circulating the
water, set his air compressor outlet at about
40 psi and turned on the compressor.

Bahlmann says his hot tub will accommo-
date six adults easily.  The concrete blocks
wrapped in towels make good seats for four
people.  Others just climbed in and sat on the
bottom.  “We had as many as nine people in
it at once,” he says.

Bahlmann has put the hot tub together for
a couple of other occasions, but doesn’t leave
it going all the time.  “Even after it’s been
going for three or four days, there’s hardly
any ash to dump out of the stove when I take
it apart,” he says.

He says it doesn’t take more than an hour
to set it up and start filling it.  Filling and
heating take the most time, so it’s not some-
thing that you can do on the spur of the mo-
ment, though.  He figures he spent less than
$50 for new parts and supplies and every-
thing else he used was scraps or junk.
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