With a tree on one side and a sidewalk on the other, there was no room for swinging
gates on Matt Laipple’s picket fence. So he came up with a sliding gate that opens

nearly 16 ft. wide, yet fits the yard.

Simple Way To Make A Rolling Gate

With a tree on one side and a sidewalk on the
other, there was no room for swinging gates
on Matt Laipple’s picket fence. So he came
up with a sliding gate that opens nearly 16 ft.
wide, yet fits the yard.

“Rubber castor wheels would have re-
quired a track and taken up space,” says
Laipple, who tried different methods. “I
wanted something I could mow under and
yet would be part of the gate.”

He considered using a barn door track, but
recognized that it would be costly and un-
sightly. Finally he came up with a way to use
garage door rollers that could be tucked out
of sight.

Using a table saw, he cut a channel on the
top side of the top 1 by 4 rail and on the bot-
tom side of the bottom rail. Then he put roll-
ers on them that fit into the C-channel
grooves.

“Because the rollers are on adjustable
plates, they can be moved up or down to lift
or lower the gate height,” explains Laipple.
“If the gate starts to sag over time, I can eas-
ily adjust it.”

Laipple has since built an 8-ft. gate and
suggests that a similar apparatus could be
built for tube-style metal gates. It would use
sections of pipe to act as rollers.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Matt
Laipple, 6100 Ballentine Ave., Shawnee Mis-
sion, Kansas 66203 (ph 913 268-5623).

Garage door rollers mount on four posts,
with two rollers on top of gate and two
below.

Rollers are on adjustable plates so they can
be moved up or down to adjust gate height.

“I can custom-build power steering for nearly
any kind of farm equipment that needs power
steering,” says Roland Jackson, Jetmore,
Kan., who started out several years ago mak-
ing add-on power steering units for older Ford
utility tractors and has since branched out into
all models of tractors and other self-propelled
equipment.

“Our power steering units are ‘true’ power
steering units, not power assist. They’re built
very strong with the same modern steering
control units that are used in new equipment
all over the world,” says Jackson.

Although specific components vary, de-
pending on the machine, Jackson’s kit con-
sists of a steering cylinder on each side of
the tractor. The cylinders attach to the tractor
by heavy drag links, which which require no
drilling or welding. His steering unit requires
only two full turns of the wheel to move from
extreme left to extreme right. The steering
control unit is powered by the tractor’s loader
pump, using a priority flow valve to direct
the correct amount of fluid to both the steer-
ing unit and to the loader.

Jackson says installiong requires little
modification of tractor so that if you ever
want to return a tractor to its original condi-
tion, all you have to do is remove the unit
and reinstall the original parts.

He recently completed a power steering kit

Add-On Power Steering Kits

Add-on power steering units, originally de-
signed for older Ford utility tractors, are
now available for all models of tractors and
other self-propelled equipment.

for a Deere 850 tractor that’s shown in the
attached photos.

Power steering kits sell for $1,195.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Jack-
son Power Steering, Rt. 2, Box 220, Jetmore,
Kan. 67854 (ph 620 357-6546; email:
sales @jacksonpowersteering.com; website:
www.jacksonpowersteering.com).

Some of the best new ideas we hear
about are “made it myself”’ inven-
tions born in farmers’ workshops.
If you’ve got a new idea or favorite
gadget you’re proud of, we’d like
to hear about it. Send along a photo
or two, and a description of what it
is and how it works. Is it being
manufactured commercially? If so
where can interested farmers buy
it? Are you looking for manufactur-
ers, dealers or distributors? Send
to FARM SHOW, P.O. Box 1029,
Lakeville, Minn. 55044 or call toll-
free 800 834-9665. Or you can sub-
mit an idea at our Website at
www.farmshow.com.

Mark Newhall, Editor
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