To build vehicle bridges, Ed Stahler uses two spans with bridge planks over top for a 10

Low Cost Bridges Built From Center Pivot Pipe

to 12-ton load rating.

A local farmer’s need for nine bridges to get
a center pivot rig back and forth across a creek
got Ed Stahler into the bridge-building busi-
ness. A dealer in new and salvaged pipe and
a certified welder, he offered to make them
out of center pivot pipe. Three years later, he
is still in the pipe business with a bridge-
building sideline.

“I’ve already built close to 200 bridges for
center pivots and dozens of vehicle bridges,”
says Stahler.

Irrigation pipe lets him build long spans
that don’t weigh much and cost less. Stahler

notes that pipes are engineered at 8,000 lbs.
and most center pivot legs are engineered at
6,000 Ibs.

His basic design uses two 3 or 4-ft. wide
spans. The wider span is recommended for
distances greater than 30 ft. For vehicle
bridges, he uses two spans with bridge planks
over the top for a 10 to 12-ton load rating.
The price for a 3-ft. wide span runs $25/lin-
ear ft. and $31/linerar ft. for the 4-ft. wide
span. Railings and other components are ex-
tra.

“A 40-ft. bridge will run between $6,000-

Archie Glenn’s 1954 Deere 50 tractor pulled his casket on a two-wheeled trailer to

gravesite.

Favorite Tractor Took Farmer To Grave

This man really is “Deer-ly departed.” The
sons and daughter of the late Archie Glenn, a
99-year-old retired dairy farmer and Deere
lover from Volant, Penn., say they got the idea
for a their dad’s Deere-themed funeral from

reading a FARM SHOW article about a man

buried in an IH casket. |

Archie Glenn’s funeral featured a green
casket, yellow and green flower arrange-
ments, an embroidered tractor image that fit
inside the liner of the casket lid, and a blown-
up photo of the first tractor he ever had. Trac-
tor sound effects accompanied a video of life-
time photos.

The 1954 Deere 50 tractor Glenn owned |
for 30 years pulled the casket on a two-wheel |
trailer from the church to the gravesite. |

“John Deere was all he ever farmed with,
and farming was his life. It was a part of him,”
says Harry, of Butler, Penn. “He knew that if I
you took care of the land, it would take care
of you. He instilled that in every one of us.”

Rather than a mournful occasion, the fu-
neral was a celebration of memories and of |
Glenn’s life and passion for tractors. |

“He loved those machines,” said Glenn’s |
daughter, Ruth Wigton, of Volant. “They |
never let him down.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Harry
Glenn, 517 McKinley Ave, Butler, Penn.
16001 (ph 724 287-2890; email: colina@
zbzoom.net).
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Bridges are so light they can be set in place with a front end loader.

7,000,” says Stahler. “What’s great is that
they are lightweight, so you don’t need cranes
to set them in place. A farmer can use a front-
end loader to set them in place on one side of
the creek, drive across and pull it into place
on the other side.”

Stahler has built 24-ton bridges and is work-
ing on a 44-ton bridge, but these use steel I-
beams in their design.

“You could go with bigger diameter pipe
and put more arch in it, but for a 60 ft. bridge
you would need an arch of 7 ft.,” he says.
“With I-beams, you can have a flat bridge.”

e

All of Stahler’s bridge designs were de-
veloped by a licensed structural engineer.
While he does most of his business in Mon-
tana, Idaho and Wyoming, he says the light-
weight bridges can be shipped anywhere.

“We can go up to 12 1/2 ft. wide and 60 ft.
long without needing any special permits,”
says Stahler.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Ed
Stahler, Big Sky Pipe & Supply, 465 Boot-
legger Trail, Great Falls, Mont. 59404 (ph
406 453-7299 or 888 353-7299).

Dan Jacobson used pine boards his father cut to construct pine box casket.

Simple Send-Off For 90-Year-Old

“My Dad, O.J. Jacobson, was an individual
who lived simply and gave generously to oth-
ers,” says Dan Jacobson, Lumby, B.C.

“He always said, “When I die, just put me
inapine box.” So that’s exactly what we did.
‘We made the pine box out of boards he had
sawed himself on his own sawmill. Every-
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one at the funeral service seemed pleased
with the result.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Dan
Jacobson, 2641 Mabel Lake Rd., Lumby,
B.C. Canada VOE 2G6 (email: jacobson
@uniserve.com).
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