Thompson paintsthe kernelson an ear of field corn to depict a U.S. flag.

Patriotic Hobby K eeps
Retired Farmer Busy

With arenewed sense of patriotism sweeping
America the past couple months, a retired
farmer’s unusual hobby is keeping him
busier than ever.

We first reported on Bud Thompson's
“Flag Corn” seven years ago. “| painted my
first ear in 1991 for afriend who had cancer.
He liked it so much he started telling
everyone aboutit. Soon | had so many orders
| had trouble keeping up. To date | have
painted 2,350 ears, sending them to all 50
states, several foreign countries, members of

Congress and organi zationslike the Chicago
Board of Trade,” says Thompson.

Heusesacrylic paint to createthe starsand
stripes and then clear-coats the finished ear
to protectit. It takesabout 2 hrs. to complete
each ear and the 81-year-old retired farmer
sellsthem for $11 postpaid. That includesa
small metal display stand.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Bud
Thompson, Box 116, Roseville, IIl. 61473
(ph 309 426-2253).

Tractor-mounted burner hasthr ee flame tubes protruding from back of machine.

Farm-Built Field Burner

With more than 1,000 acres of wild
blueberries, Bill Guptill of Guptill Farms,
Wesley, Maine, has had to find waysto make
plant care easier. One of the best tools he's
found is a home-built diesel-fueled burner.

He says pruning blueberry plants by
burning off their tops encourages new, fruit-
bearing growth the second year after burning
and aso kills bugs and renews the fields.

Commercial burning machines are
available but Guptill had this one built to his
own specifications. In fact, he's built eight
burnersin all. Some use diesel, some burn
gasoline, and some are actually fueled by
straw.

Histractor-mounted burner, built fiveyears
ago, is designed so he can control the fuel
and air mix from the driver’s seat, aswell as
the direction of the three flame tubes
protruding from the back of the machine.
With these controls and by adjusting tractor
ground speed, he can precisely control the
amount of burning in the field. The burner
consumes some 25 gal. of diesel fuel an hour.
When conditions are right, a good operator
can burn off an 80-acrefield in about an hour.

While a burner is operating in a field,

Guptill can control the fuel and air mix
from thedriver’sseat, aswell asdirection
of the flametubes.

Guptill stations other workers around the
edge to watch for and control any fires that
might get out of control.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Bill
Guptill, Guptill Farms, Guptill Rd., Wesley,
Me. 04686 (ph 207 255-9000).

Story and photos excerpted from Rural
Delivery, Box 1509, Liverpool, Nova Scotia
(Website: www.countrymagazines.com).
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Storesweresold out of flagsso ReneeLlnzalonedemded to paint oneon her

white Arabian hor se.

Family Shows Its Patriotism
By Painting Flag On Hor se

Since September 11, millions of Americans
have demonstrated a renewed sense of
patriotism by flying theflag. ReneeLinzalone
decided to go one step further by painting
the American flag on Captain, her 21-year-
old whiteArabian horse. Renee and husband,
Mike, live on a small farm near Newberry,
Fla. They used clothing dye and shoe polish
to paint the stars and stripes on both sides of
the horse.

Billboardslikethisone
are springing up
across Canada and in 3
a number of U.S. bor- |
der states, thanksto a

Canadian organiza- |
tion that wanted to ex-
pressitssolidarity with =
the U.S. during the =~
current crisis.

“When we went out to buy anew flag, all
the stores were sold out. That's when Mike
suggested we paint the horse,” says Renee.
“He painted the stripesand | painted the stars.
Everyone who drives by does a double take
when they seeit.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Renee
Linzalone, 7960 S.E. 32™ Place, Newberry,
Fla. 32669 (ph 352 472-5826).

Billboards Express Canadian Solldarlty

“We were looking for away to express our
solidarity with the the United States in this
time of crisis,” says Mark Kihn, subscriber
to FARM SHOW and vice president of a
Canadian association that recently put up
billboards across Canadaand in a number of
U.S. border states. The billboards feature
the U.S. and Canadian flags under the words
“Together for Freedom”.

Kihn says the billboard reflects the belief

of the National Citizens Coalition that the
attack on the U.S. was an attack on
democracy. “Freedom must be defended and
we believe Canada must help to defend it,”
he says.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Mark
Kihn, National Citizens Coalition, Suite 240,
600-6" Ave. SW., Calgary, Alberta Canada
T2P 0S5 (ph 403 269-3545; Website:
www.morefreedom.org).

Order Form For Subscribers
(New & Renewal)

Yes! | want to be first to learn about latest new products. Please
sign me up for FARM SHOW. | understand | can cancel at any time

and receive a full refund if not satisfied.

Canada (& foreign countries)

United States

[]1$17.95 for 1 yr.
[1$33.95 for 2 yrs.

[]My check ($

[] Check here to renew.

[ $25.95 for 1 yr.
[0 $49.95 for 2 yrs.
[0 $66.95 for 3 yrs.
(In Canada, please add 7% GST)

) is encl d

Address

City

State /Prov.

Zip

Make check payable to FARM SHOW. Clip and mail this coupon to:
FARM SHOW, P.O. Box 1029, Lakeville, Minn. 55044 (ph 800 834-9665).
VISA & Mastercard accepted.
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