
Bats Love These PVC Houses

“Vertical Auger” Spreaders Now On The Market

Several years ago, Marvin Maberry built a
few bat houses out of wood to place around
his Daingerfield, Texas, home. He was
hoping the bats would keep the local
mosquito population down.

“Wood houses worked fine but they dried
out and cracked, causing drafts in the houses.
Bats do not like drafts. We decided we’d look
for something that would be longer lasting
with less maintenance,” says Maberry.

He started using PVC pipe. “PVC is nearly
indestructible and the bats have accepted
them.”

Other bat enthusiasts liked Maberry’s bat
houses and soon his hobby turned into a full-
time business. He now sells them on the
Internet and they’re in use all over North
America.

Maberry makes several sizes of bat houses.
The smaller Belfry Tower has a single 4-in.
chamber that holds about 100 bats, depending
on the species. The larger Belfry Tower II,
made with 6-in. dia. PVC, has two chambers
and will house up to 250 bats. Both Belfry
Tower Homes are approximately 39 in. tall.

He says the Belfry II makes a good starting
nursery where females can raise their pups.
Providing additional houses later will allow
your nursery colonies to expand and grow.
Most of these bat house models feature air
vents that allow for air movement, to keep
from overheating in the hotter regions of the
country. Both models feature a recessed
landing area. They’re designed to mount on

1 1/2-in. black steel pipe.
He says most of the smaller wooden houses

are large enough only for a few single bats.
“Our houses encourage colonies to develop
and grow,” he says. “You can encourage
larger populations by putting up several
houses.”

The Belfry Tower I sells for $62.95,
including shipping costs. The Belfry Tower
II is priced at $94.95, shipping included.

Contact: FARM SHOW Follow-up,
Marvin Maberry, Jr., 1407 Maberry Road,
Daingerfield, Texas 75638 (ph 903 645-2028;
E-mail: marvin@maberrybat.com; Website:
www.maberrybat.com).

Vertical auger spreaders have been on the market for years in Europe. Two models are
now being imported to North America and recently showed up at Canadian farm shows.

Compared to conventional spreaders, the importers say the spreaders chew manure
into smaller pieces and spread it in a much wider pattern, which results in less driving
time. They also allow you to do a better job of “fine-tuning” the application rate. As a
result, the nutrients in the manure are used more efficiently.

Joskin
The Tornado 2 is available in three different

models with capacities ranging from 9 to 15
tons. “The twin vertical beaters on back are
equipped with aggressive, reversible teeth
that spread manure in a pattern up to 40 ft.
wide. The wide spreading pattern results in
fewer trips over the field, which reduces soil
compaction,” says Trevor Sutcliffe, T.S.
Fabrication, Walton, Ontario.

An optional flail deck consisting of twin
spinners can be installed on back, allowing
you to spread lighter weight poultry manure
very thinly and in an extra wide pattern - up
to 60 ft. When using the flail deck, a canopy
is installed over the twin vertical beaters,
which breaks down the manure and forces it
downward onto the spinners.

“The flail deck lets you spread poultry
manure thin enough that you can topdress it
right onto standing crops such as corn and
wheat. You can’t do that with a conventional
spreader,” says Sutcliffe. “Chicken manure
can be applied at rates as low as 2 tons per
acre, which is almost impossible to do with a
conventional spreader because you would
have to drive at excessive speeds.

A slurry door is used together with the flail
deck and is hydraulically raised and lowered.
A gauge on front of the spreader shows you
how far the door is open off the floor. The
speed of the spreader’s floor chain can be
adjusted hydraulically using a control knob
in the back window of the tractor cab, or via
an electronic control box inside the cab.”

The Tornado comes with hydraulic brakes
and a sprung drawbar. It sells for $27,000 to
$50,000 (Canadian).

The company is looking for dealers.
Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, T.S.

Fabrication, RR 1, Walton, Ontario, Canada
N0K 1Z0 (ph 519 887-9319 or 519 887-9378
or 800 265-9682; fax 519 887-9011; E-mail:
tsfab@bellnet.ca; Website:
www.joskin.com).

Bunning
 The Bunning Lowlander rides on large

diameter wheels and has a low profile with
flared sides for easy loading. The machine
comes in five different models with capacities
ranging from 7 1/2 to 15 tons. The twin
vertical beaters on back are equipped with
high tensile cutting points. When equipped
with a spinner deck and canopy attachment,
the rig can spread manure up to 60 ft. wide.
The beaters are pto-driven, and the floor is
hydraulic-driven with the option of remote
electronic control from the tractor cab. A
rubber-cushioned drawbar is optional, as is a
guillotine-type slurry door. Load cells and a
visual display in the tractor cab (optional)
allow the driver to monitor application rates.

“It’s a heavy-built machine, and all parts
on it are easy to service,” says importer David
Webster. “Many farmers in England use it to
top dress chicken manure on wheat at a rate
of only 1 1/2 tons per acre.”

The Bunning sells for $28,000 to $41,000
(Canadian).

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Black
Horse Farms, RR 2, Holyrood, Ontario,

Bunning Lowlander comes in five different models with capacities ranging from 7 1/2
to 15 tons. Twin vertical beaters on back are equipped with high tensile cutting points.

Joskin’s “Tornado 2” is available in three different models with capacities ranging
from 9 to 15 tons. Unit spreads manure in a pattern up to 40 ft. wide. An optional flail
deck, consisting of twin spinners, can be installed on back, allowing you to spread lighter
weight poultry manure in an extra wide pattern  up to 60 ft. wide.

Compared
to wood,
PVC bat

houses last
longer and

require less
mainte-

nance, says
the manu-

facturer.

Canada N0G 2B0 (ph 519 395-4518;
Website: www.gtbunning.co.uk.com).
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Add-On 3-Pt. Hitch for IH Cubs
“It’s amazing how much work you can get
done with one of these tractors,” says
Bryan Parker, Jerome, Mo.,  who has
developed a 3-pt. hitch for IH Cub tractors.

“The hitch lets you pull a 14-in. plow, a
blade, cultivator. The drawbar lets you pull
a wagon or trailer.

“It’s easy to install and costs just $695.”
Parker also offers a 6 or 12-volt charging

system for Cubs. “It’s a do-it-yourself kit.
You get a one-wire alternator, an alternator
belt, and alternator bracket. The cost is
$379.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Bryan Parker, 22775 Pearl St., Jerome,
Mo. 65529 (ph 573 762-2280; E-
mail:bandc@ fidnet.com).




