Shielded ‘‘Post-Emergent” Sprayer

““When pre-emergent her-
bicides don't control weeds in
our soybean fields due to ad-
verse moisture conditions, we
run through fields with our
home-built sprayer fitted with
shields that protect the crop,”
says Jay H. Kneasel, Lebanon,
Penn.

With tractor wheels spaced
properly for the 14-in. rows,
Kneasel can drive through
beans up to 10 in. tall without
doing any damage. That gives
him plenty of time to get
through the field with his
sprayer which positions a flared
shield on either side of the row.
Nozzles are mounted between
each set of shields.

“The sprayer was built com-
pletely with angle iron, plate
steel, and salvaged parts.
Motorcycle wheels at either end
of the 9-row boom follow the
land contour and a hydraulic
cylinder lifts it at the ends of the
field. We've used it for two years
with very good results,” says
Kneasel.

He uses ¥z pint Lorox and 1
pint 2-4-DB Butyrac in a 30-gal.
per acre tank as his post-
emergent spray solution.

Contact: FARM SHOW Fol-
lowup, Jay H. Kneasel, 852 Mt.
Zion Road, Lebanon, Penn.
17042,

Apply Anhydrous Without
Shredding The Stalks

For Larry Paul it was a matter of
overcoming a little tradition
and reluctance when he bypas-
sed stalk-shredding before knif-
ing in anhydrous ammonia.

The result was that Paul
sliced a full week off his fall fer-
tilizer program. Paul views that
week saved as vitally important
to his farming operation near
Shickley, Neb., which involves
about 800 acres of irrigated corn
each year. That week gives him
more peace of mind in getting
anhydrous applied before ad-
verse weather of late fall sets in.

He also appreciates the fuel
savings by not shredding. Ac-
cording to SCS figures, energy
costs for stalk shredding are
about $5 an acre.

“We always shredded stalks
because we didn't think we
could handle the heavy residues
with theanhydrousapplicator,”
Paul says. "It works real well,
better than we thought.”

The key to making it work in
heavier residues is his attention
to several smaller but important
details, such as taking time to
perfectly align the rippled coul-
ters with the shanks on the
applicator. “If you're off an inch
or two (with the coulters), it
makes all the difference in the
world,” he says.

Paul also avoids the bulk of
crop residues lying in the mid-
dle of the row by placing
anhydrous knives halfway up
the ridge, about 4 inches from
each row. There is a single knife
per row on his eight-row
anhydrousrig. “We try to stay as
close to the old row as possible
without getting right on the old
row,” according to Paul. “We
don’t want to plant next spring
on top of the fertilizer.”

Paul has had success going
through residues from corn
crops where planting-time
plant populations had been

27,000 plants per acre. Even so,
he may cut back to a little over
24,000 plants per acre this
spring.

Overall, Paul actually be-
lieves more residue bunching
problems occurred when he did
shred. He remembers “‘chewed
up” residues riding and piling
up under the shanks.

The anhydrous applicator,
with a single knife per row, on
30-inch spacing to match his
corn rows, isalso equipped with
rolling, rippled coulters. That
equipment is mounted on a tri-
ple toolbar manufactured by
Roll-A-Cone. He uses a triple
toolbar to get more distance fore
to aft between coulters and
shanks.

When spring rolls around,
Paul wants to be free to start
planting corn as his first job.
That's why fertilizing is done in
the fall.

His planting equipmenlt con-
sists of individual planting
units attached to a rotary tiller.
The depth of the rotary tiller is
set so that the old ridges are
leveled and another 1 or 2 in. of
soil at the base of ridges is tilled.
Since he plants exactly on the
old rows, Paul figures going that
extra depth with the tiller is
needed to chew up old root
clumps.

“Those ridges from the previ-
ous year are warmer than the
soil between rows and that al-
lows the field to be worked ear-
lier,” he says.

New ridges are then made at
cultivation.

(Story and photos reprinted
with permission from the Neb-
raska Farmer.)
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Pickup Tow Hitch

lowa farmer Curt Marth, of
Rockford, saves trips and valu-
able time during the busy sea-
son by towing his pickup be-
hind other implements when
he's driving to fields far away
from the farmstead.

The tow hitch he developed
attaches to the front tow hooks
on his pickup, fastening with
two pins. The 5-ft. long drawbar
pivots 24 in. side to side for
making turns, and pulls out 12
in. for ease of hook up.

When not needed, the hitch
quickly detaches from the truck
by removing two pins. Marth
says his hitch fits on 1973-79
Chevy and GMC pickups and
would probably fit other trucks
as long as they have straight tow

hooks and power steering.

It cost him about $70 in mate-
rials to build the hitch.

He says he’s looking for a
manufacturer.

Contact: FARM SHOW Fol-
lowup, Curt Marth, R.R. 1,
Rockford, lowa 50468 (ph 515
756-2294).
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