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When Robert Slayton, Casey, Iowa, went
looking for a big rock to accent the landscap-
ing around his house, he remembered the big
one in a field he and his father, Donald, had
been renting from a neighbor.

“For as long as we’ve rented the land,
we’ve had to farm carefully over or around
that rock,” Robert says.

A lot of people were familiar with the rock.
A one-room country school once sat just
down the hill from it, so local children have
played on it for a hundred years or more.  The
rock, which appears to be granite, was prob-
ably transported to the area from Minnesota
or Canada on a sheet of glacial ice.

Since only a few square feet of the top were
visible, the Slaytons had no idea how big the
rock was, but they figured they could dig it
up and set it in place in a day or so.

Their neighbor told them they could have
the rock if they dug it out. In the early winter
of 1998, Donald started moving soil from
around it with his D-6 Caterpillar. The more
he dug, the more rock he found.  He dug for
two days with the D-6 without completely
exposing the rock.  After that, a commercial
excavator was hired to finish the job.

When they finally got it uncovered they
discovered their “landscape rock” measured
about 14 ft. high. By some estimates, it
weighs 250 to 300 tons.

“We tried to move it by rolling it, but we
just couldn’t get it to go over,” Robert says.
Pushing with their D-6 along with two big-
ger borrowed Caterpillars, and pulling with
a couple of Steigers, they managed to get the
rock to the edge of the field in about two
weeks.  “At first, on a good day, we’d move
it about three inches,” Robert notes.

From the edge of the field, they still had
to go another 1 1/2 miles down a gravel road
and over two bridges to get to the farmstead
where they hoped to display the rock.

By this time, it was the spring of 1999 and
farm work took priority over moving the
rock.  So it laid there all summer, at the edge
of the field, where neighbors could see it and
ask regularly about their intentions and ques-
tion their sanity, too. So many people said
they couldn’t move it that the Slaytons be-
came determined to prove them wrong.

When the crops were off last fall, they
again turned their attention to the rock.  They
built a skid of 1 1/2-in. thick plate steel that
measured about 8 ft. wide by 25 ft. long, fig-
uring if they pushed the rock to the skid,
they’d be able to slide it.  The weight of the
rock, however, bent the skid so that it dug
into the ground like a plow when they tried
to pull it.  With an identical sheet of steel,
they doubled the thickness of the skid. This

time, it held the rock without bowing.
It took a couple of Caterpillars - a bor-

rowed D-8 and their own D-6 - to push the
rock onto the skid.

They then tried several different ways to
move the skid with the rock in place, but
without much luck. Chains and cables were
no match for the big rock.

What finally worked was a 200-ft. long
ship’s anchor chain, with links 2 in. thick and
1 ft. long, borrowed from neighbor Dick
Hunter.  He had also used it to move a rock
at one time.

With at least 3 in. of frost in the ground
and a fresh 2 in. of snow on the gravel road,
December 18, 1999, seemed like the ideal
day to move the rock.  (That just happened
to be the day the Slaytons planned to cel-
ebrate Christmas with extended family, and
Robert says in retrospect, they might have
planned a little better.)

They’d prepared for this day by putting in
temporary culverts and fills over the two
creeks they had to cross, so they could avoid
the bridges. “We knew we couldn’t put all
those tractors and the rock across them,”
Robert tells.

With the anchor chain hooked to the skid,
they put together a team of “horses” big
enough to get the job done.  Directly in front
of the rock hooked together in single file was
a D-8, a D-7, four older model Steiger 4x4s,
and in the lead a brand new Deere 9200 4x4,
loaned to them by their dealer Faga
Jorgenson.  With those seven tractors pull-
ing (close to 3,000 hp in all) and the D-6 and
D-8 pushing from behind, they headed down
the road - in low gear all around.  When it
was possible, they pulled the rock off the road
onto adjacent fields. It was easier going there,
and not as hard on the roadbed.

Behind all that horsepower, the rock had
no choice but to move. On the level, they
could get up some speed, but the last several
hundred yards was all up hill.

An Adair county deputy brought up the
rear, with his lights flashing to warn off any-
one who might have wanted to use the road
at the time.

When it was over, the rock was put on dis-
play in a grove of trees near the Slaytons’
machine shed. They built a driveway around
it so people could come and look.  And Rob-
ert climbed to the top and mounted a cross
there. “Once we saw how big it was, we de-
cided it really didn’t belong where we origi-
nally planned to put it.  But we weren’t about
to put it back,” Robert says.

To thank all the friends and neighbors who
helped move the rock, the Slaytons held an
open house and dinner on December 31.

“We had a lot of help. The bigger Cater-
pillars were borrowed from Chuck Cummins,
who operates Cummins Construction in
nearby Fontanelle.  Once he saw what we
were doing, Chuck wanted to move that rock
as much as we did.  Stanley Kading, Casey,
L&K Tile, Elkhorn and Double L Construc-
tion, Menlo, also loaned Caterpillars. In all,
nearly 100 people were involved in this
project. We broke a few chains and cables
and had a few other mishaps, but not one

person was hurt,” Robert says.
To view the rock, take exit 83 off of Inter-

state 80 in western Iowa, about halfway be-
tween Des Moines and Omaha, Nebraska.
Go north to Casey.  Go west on old U.S. Hwy
6 for 2.5 miles and then 2.5 miles south on a
gravel road.

Contact:  FARM SHOW Followup, Rob-
ert Slayton, 1808 130th Street, Casey, IA
50048.

It took a lot of time and horsepower, but Robert Slayton of Casey, Iowa, was finally able to move this giant “landscape rock” out of a field and 1 1/2 miles down a gravel road to
his farm yard. Rock measures about 14 ft. high. It’s estimated to weigh 250 to 300 tons.

Pushing with their D-6 along with two bigger borrowed Caterpillars, and pulling with
a couple of Steigers, they managed to get rock to edge of field in about two weeks.

With seven tractors pulling and a D-6 and D-8 pushing from behind (about 3,000 hp in
all), they headed down the road - in low gear all around.
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