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Modified Cat Challenger
(Continued from cover page )

10-TON ARMY TRUCK IS KNOWN AS THE “MOO POO EXPRESS”

6-WD Army Truck Makes Great Manure Spreader
“It goes right through mud that would stop
a tractor-pulled spreader in its tracks,” says
Kent Keller, Kinderhook, N.Y., who
equipped a 10-ton tandem axle Army truck
with a 5,000-gal. liquid manure tank. The
truck rides on tires that stand more than 4
ft. high.

Keller farms in partnership with his fa-
ther Bob and brother Paul. The “Moo Poo
Express”, as they call the big truck spreader,

has attracted a lot of local attention.
Keller bought the truck from George

Moore Truck & Equipment of Keeseville,
N.Y. It was originally used as an Army tank
recovery vehicle and came equipped with a
fifth wheel plate and a pto-driven, 50,000-
lb. winch mounted behind the cab. It’s pow-
ered by a 300 hp Cummins diesel connected
to a 5-speed transmission with a high-low
transfer case. Keller removed both the fifth
wheel plate and winch and mounted a cus-
tom built tank - from Diller Equipment of
Chambersburg, Pa. - on the frame.

The pto shaft that originally drove the
winch operates a manure pump that mounts
behind the tank. Diller Equipment installed
a driveshaft that runs along the bottom of
the tank to the pump.

“It rides like a Cadillac and steers with
ease,” says Keller. “The Cummins engine
had only 831 hours on it when I bought the
truck for $12,500. I paid $6,500 for the tank
and was told I would have to spend about
$4,500 on hydraulics to drive the manure
pump. However, my pto-driven pump sys-
tem ended up costing me only about $1,000
so my total cost was about $21,000. That’s
comparable to the cost of a commercial pull-
type spreader of that size, but my self-pro-
pelled rig has a lot more traction in muddy
or hilly conditions. Both rear axles are
equipped with differential brakes which
helps steer and keep you from getting stuck.
The large 14.00 by 24 tires with military
tread require only 55 psi of air, compared to
90 to 100 psi for conventional truck tires,
which really makes a big difference.

“While spreading in the field, I usually
run the truck in second gear at 2,500 rpms
while traveling at 4 to 5.8 mph. I can also
run in third gear with the engine running at
1,500 to 1,600 rpm’s. It spreads about 1,250
gal. per minute. The tank is equipped with
an air cylinder that operates a valve on the
discharge pipe. The valve can be turned on
and off with the pto running.”

Keller had to modify the driver’s side of
the cab to make room for taller operators.
This included cutting down the kick plate
in the doorway, moving the seat back, and
shifting some of the controls.

A variety of Army trucks are available
from George Moore Truck & Equipment
Corp., 1823 Rt. 9, Keeseville, N.Y. 12944
(ph 518 834-7571; fax 7169).

Diller Equipment custom builds hydrau-

lic-driven liquid manure tanks from 5,000
to 7,000 gal. Diller’s 5th wheel spreaders
can be equipped with big 28L by 26 flota-
tion tires, steel fenders, large lid-type hop-
pers, and epoxy coatings inside and outside
the tank. Contact: FARM SHOW Followup,
Diller Equipment, 446 Blough Rd., Boswell,
Pa. 15531 (ph 800 640-4448).

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Kent
Keller, Holly Rock Farm, 823 Eichybush
Rd., Kinderhook, N.Y. 12106 (ph 518 758-
7824).

The Kellers equipped the tandem axle truck with a 5,000-gal. liquid manure tank. The truck rides on tires that stand more than 4 ft. high and require only 55 psi of air.

The pto shaft that originally drove the
winch operates a hydraulic pump that
mounts behind the tank.

Moving the Challenger cab forward made room for a fifth wheel hitch.

been able to get into the field much sooner
than conventional planters. The roto-tillers
create an ideal seedbed in almost any soil
condition. This fall I plan to replace the
big 30.5 by 32 diamond tread tires on back
of the trailer with hydraulically-driven rub-
ber tracks which will increase flotation
even more.”

Seed is carried in hoppers right over the
planter’s seed meters. Scheetz can load 38
bags of seed into the hoppers in only about
5 minutes. If one of the seed hoppers runs
low in the field he can even use the planter-
mounted boom to load individual seed bags
into the hopper.

This spring Scheetz hauled a 1,000-gal.
liquid fertilizer tank and a 1,500-gal. anhy-
drous wagon right on the planter.

The tractor’s original cab was relocated
to a platform that mounts over the radiator
housing. The top of the cab is now 12 ft.
above the ground. “The driver has a great
view of the planter and can see all the row
openers right from the cab,” says Scheetz.

He mounted a homemade ladder assem-
bly on each side of the cab for access. The
cab tilts forward to allow engine access.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Tim
Scheetz, 2141 N. Co. Rd. 900 E., Nauvoo,
Ill. 62354 (ph 217 453-2599).

Sliding 5th Wheel Hitch




