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Low-Cost Way To Self-Propel Grain Augers

“Walking” Center Pivot Wheel

Moving a 37-ft. long, 6-in. dia. auger around
by hand can be a tiring job but commercial,
add-on self-propel kits are not cheap. Hugh
Gamble, Codette, Sask., used an electric
motor off an old Massey combine to inex-
pensively add power to his auger.

The battery-powered motor chain-drives a
small wheel mounted on front of a steel A-
frame bolted to the auger’s axle. A 2-ft. long
steering handle mounts next to the wheel and
is equipped with a toggle switch that’s used
to move the auger forward or backward. A 2-
way winch off a row crop cultivator mounts
on a 6-ft. high steel pole above the drive
wheel. A chain runs from a sprocket on the
winch up over the top of the pole and down
to the auger tube. Turning the handle on the
winch one way raises the end of the auger
off the ground, and turning it the other way
raises the wheel off the ground, allowing
Gamble to pull the auger behind his pickup
for transport.

““It works as good as commercial self-pro-
pelled auger kits that cost about $3,000. I
spent less than $100 to build it,” says Gamble.
“I use it mostly for loading grain out of my

bins and into my truck. I can drive the auger
right up to the bin without having to lift the
auger at all. I used rectangular steel tubing
that I already had to build the frame. I paid
about $80 for electric wire and the switch.

“I think the same idea would work on any
size auger, although a bigger one would prob-
ably be too big for a battery and would have
to be hydraulically operated.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Hugh
Gamble, Box 248, Codette, Sask., Canada
S0E 0P0 (ph 306 277-4235).

You can reduce center pivot wheel ruts by
replacing the original wheels with a new-style
“walking wheel” that’s fitted with hinged
steel pads, says Pivot Products Co.,
Muleshoe, Texas.

The company’s “Pad-A-Tracks” system
was introduced at the recent 3I show near
Great Bend, Kan. Each wheel has 10 steel
“legs”, each fitted with a 12 by 14-in. pad.
Cleats on the bottom of each pad maximize
traction. An “ankle” hinge lets the pads move
smoothly across uneven terrain without leav-
ing deep ruts.

Sells for $400.
Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Pivot

Products Co., Box 591, Muleshoe, Texas
79347 (ph 800 288-1805) or Addison Mfg.,
Inc., 16305 R Rd., Cimarron, Kan. 67835 (ph
316 855-2117).

“Tree-Style” Garden Tool Organizer
Here’s a handy new organizer for long-
handled tools.

Designed and built by Whitewood, Sask.,
farmer Glyn Newman, the free-standing
“Tool Tree” consists of a 40-in. tall “trunk”
made out of 1-in. sq. tubing that stands in a
12-in. wide H-shaped base.

A 2-ft. “limb” extends out from the top of
the trunk at a 30 degree angle and is fitted
with J-hooks for hanging at least five “D-
handled” tools.

Six 4-in. long tube-type holders made of 1
1/2-in. sq. tubing are spaced equidistant on
the base. Straight- handled tools - like brooms
- can be inserted into the open tube holders.

Newman sells the tool holders for $99 (Ca-

nadian).
Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Glyn

Newman, Box 929, Whitewood, Sask.,
Canada S0G 5C0 (ph 306 735-2361).

Gamble’s self-propelled auger operates with a battery-powered motor off a combine.

A small chain-driven wheel mounts on
front of a steel A-frame bolted to the
auger’s axle.

Hinged steel pads “walk” over soft
ground with less compaction than wheels.

Some tools hang from hooks. Others
stand in tube-type holders.

Celebrating 20 Years Of Great Ideas!
After 20 years of searching out every-
thing that’s “hot, new and different” in
the world of agriculture, we’re happy to
announce one of the most valuable ref-
erence tools ever published for farmers
and ranchers.

Our 20-year “Story Finder” CD-Rom
features  comprehensive, cross-refer-
enced listings to every story ever pub-
lished in FARM SHOW since our first
issue in January, 1977.

 Every story is cross-referenced in one
or more of 200 categories in the 160-page
reference book that accompanies the CD-
Rom . When you need to find a story
from a past issue, you’ll be able to go to
it quickly and easily.

Every story from every issue of FARM
SHOW - nearly 5,000 pages in all - is
contained on this one computer disk.  It
lets you quickly and easily locate any
story or idea you want and then print out
that page from the CD-Rom.

Handy Idea Finder
Another valuable use of this index is as
an “idea finder”.  For example, let’s say
you’re looking for ideas on a certain topic
- like how to “modernize” an older model

    Or maybe you’ve never seen the early
issues of FARM SHOW and you just
want to browse through them at your lei-
sure.  This computer disk makes it easy.
You’ll have all 20 years of FARM SHOW
at your fingertips whenever you want
them.  You can even print out the pages
of FARM SHOW, issue by issue.
   FARM SHOW subscribers can buy our
CD-Rom "Story Finder Index”  for
$39.95 ($57.95 Can.) plus S&H.   That's
$20 off the regular price charged to non-
subscribers.  Comes with a printed copy
of our new 160-page Story Finder Index.
This CD works on any personal computer
(PC or Mac). Requires a minimum 386
PC with 4 mb RAM (or Mac OS 7.0 or
later). Purchasers of this First Edition
CD-Rom will be eligible to purchase
update disks in future years at a discount.
    Comes with a 100 percent money-back
guarantee.  If at any time you’re not
happy, we’ll refund all of your money,
no questions asked.

.

combine.  All you have do to is look un-
der “Combine Modifications” to find
hundreds of money-saving ideas and
cost-saving combine accessories from
past issues.
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CD-Rom Order Form
Yes!  Please rush me a copy of all 20 years of FARM SHOW on
CD-Rom, along with a copy of the printed “Story Finder Index”.  Payment
of $39.95 plus $2.95 S&H ($57.95 Canadian plus $2.95 S&H. Add 7% GST).

Your Name

Address

City

State/Prov.             Zip
Please make check payable to:  FARM SHOW.  Mail to:  FARM SHOW Index, P.O. Box 1029,

Lakeville, MN 55044 ph 1-800-834-9665.




