Body panels install right over rusted-out holes with no need for sand-

ing or body filling.

JUST GLUE INTO PLACE OVER RUST

Plastic Body Panels Make Pickup Repair Easy

“Saves hundreds, or even thousands,
of dollars in repair costs and makes
your pickup look like new,"” says
Walt Peterson, manufacturer and in-
ventor of new plastic body panels for
rusted-out pickups.

Peterson got the idea when faced
with an expensive repair of his GMC.
“I've had them on my pickup for over
ayear and it looks like new at a cost of
just $329, versus $2,000 to $3,000 for
a commercial job at a body shop.”

Kits to re-do an entire pickup con-
sist of replacement panels for front
fenders, door panels, rocker panels,

cab corners, and rear quarter panels.
There are five separate pieces for each
side of the pickup, each of which
starts at about the normal body trim
line halfway down the side of the
pickup. Peterson plans to add a tail-
gate replacement panel in the near
future.

Panels install with a strong adhe-
sive and are held along the top edge
with either the pickup's existing
body trim or with a self-adhesive
add-on metal strip. They install over
even the worst body rust and, once
installed, never require maintenance.

OVERHEAD TRACK CARRIES THEM INTO BARN

Handy New Way To Handle Big Round Bales

By Dave Wilkins

Bruce Dalman, a Petersfield, Man.,
dairyman switched from square to
round bales in 1981 so he could run a
one-man dairy operation. He soon
discovered that hauling round bales
in through a 6-ft. wide side-door with
a tractor and spreading the hay with a
fork was for the birds. His cows eat 2
round bales a day. In winter, when
snow piled up near the door, hand-
ling hay was a real hassle.

He figured it would speed things
up if he cut the bales into pieces be-
fore he moved them into the barn.
Some producers use a chain saw to
slice up bales, and then carry the
pieces into the barn by hand. That
didn't appeal to Dalman. The hay. he
reasoned, would probably plug the
saw. Besides, carrying hay by hand
would only add to his problems.

In the end, he settled on a system
composed of a large band saw and an
elevated track. Bales are cut in half
outside, attached to hangers, and slid
along an overhead rail into the barn.
It works similar to the track system
used by packing house workers to
move carcasses through a meat plant.

Bales are cut, one at a time, on a4 ft.
by 6-ft. table located 30-ft. from one
end of the barn. The 32-ft. high table
has a movable % in. plywood cutting
platform bolted to a 3-in. x Y-in.
channel iron frame. The platform’s
3-in.diameter wheels sil on 12-ft,
long channel iron wheel guides,
which allows Dalman to move the
bale through the saw.

A winch and cable system is used
to pull the table and bale past the saw

blade. A slot in the table accommo-
dates the blade.

The band-saw runs on two, 14-in.
diameter, steel wheels, one 11-ft.
high set on a steel frame above the
platform, the other below, with a
smaller tension wheel set off to the
side. It's powered by a 2 hp motor
salvaged from an electric auger.

It takes about 2 minutes to cut an
800-pound bale in half. Each half is
then fastened to a home-made bale
hanger. This is a simple frame with a
solid 30-in. long piece of steel on top
and two 27-in. long pieces of Yz-in.
rebar down the sides. Each rebar hasa
2-in. square bracket on the end. To
hang a half-bale, Dalman fits the
hanger over the bale and works a
33-in. steel spike through the brack-
ets and the center of the bale. The
spike has a handle on one end and a
hole in the point so it can be pinned
in place to secure the bale.

A packing house wheel is welded
to the top of the hanger. Once the bale
is secured, the hanger is hoisted up
witha block and tackle and the wheel
set on an elevated rail supported by a
wooden post and crossheam struc-
ture in the vard. Dalman has 2 sec-
tions of rail set up in the yard where
he can hang up to 20 half-bales for
future use. Bales can be swilched
from either storage track onto the
single rail that enters the barn.

Inside the barn, 16-in. long rail
supports bolted to ceiling joists every
6 ft. hold up two, 400 lb. half-bales.

When Dalman wants to feed hay.,
he simply pushes one half-bale to the

Reworked pickup shows no signs of rust.

Panels come in one color — white
—which can be left as is or painted by
simply scuffing up the surface with
steel wool. If painted, the paint virtu-
ally etches itself into the plastic,
creating a permanent surface that
never needs maintenance, according
to Peterson.

The ABS plastic panels are 60 mill,
or approximately 1/32-in. thick.

Peterson fits 1973-1986 Chevrolet
and GMC pickups and vans, as well
as Chevy Suburbans and Blazers. He
plans to fit Ford and Dodge pickups
by the end of the year. A set of panels

center of the barn and another just
inside the door, cuts the twine and
forks the hay to the nearest cows. Af-
terwards, the 20 1b. hangers are either
pushed back into the yard or lifted off
the rail and carried back.

Later this year, he plans to add an-
other 60 ft. of rail to complete the loop
through the barn and back to the saw.

Dalman spent roughly $5,000 on
his half-bale system, including
$1,500 for the custom-made band-
saw, $1,300 for the tracking and sup-
ports, and the balance on poles,
motor, hangers, blade and other odds
and ends.-A blade will cut an average
170 bales before it fails, and costs
about $160 to replace.

Story and photos reprinted with
permission from Country Guide,
Manitoba, Canada.

for both sides sells for $329. A cab set
without the rear box panels sells for
$230. You can install them youself or
have a body shop do it for an average
cost of about $150.

“Once you put them on your
pickup, rust will never show through
again,” Peterson points out.

For more information, contact:
FARM SHOW Followup, Walt Peter-
son, Panelcraft, Rt. 5, St. Cloud,
Minn. 56301 [ph 612 255-1991).

Half-size bales roll easily into
barn on overhead track.

[O-S — FARM SHOW (I 23



