“We sell the
adapters —
you supply
the weights,”
says Mike
Grubb, who
sells kits that
let you mount
inexpensive
“pancake”
weights on
small tractors
and UTV’s.
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A wide variety of adapter kits are avallable allowmg
you to mount weights on a tractor’s drive wheels or
on the front, back or sides of the tractor.

New Way To Add Welght To Small Tractors, UTV’s

Mike Grubb, Georgetown, Ind., sells kits
that let you mount inexpensive “pancake”
weights on garden tractors, small utility
tractors and UTV’s.

“The weights give you more traction and
better stability on hillsides. They also let
you move in reverse with less spinning and
damage to your yard,” says Grubb.

A wide variety of adapter Kits are avail-
able, allowing you to mount weights on a
tractor’s drive wheels or on the front, back or
sides of the tractor. The adapter he designed
to mount weights on wheels includes a pair
of cross member brackets made from 1/4-in.
thick steel, and a threaded steel rod that fits
through existing 1-in. holes at the center of
each weight. You bolt the cross members to
4 existing holes in the wheel, and then add
the weights onto the rod in increments.

“We supply only the adapters — you sup-
ply the weights,” says Grubb. “You can find
pancake weights cheap or even free at yard
sales, or buy them cheap at Walmart and
other discount stores.”

Adding pancake weights to your rear
wheels has several benefits over conven-
tional weights, says Grubb. “Standard wheel
weights are heavy, typically weighing 50 Ibs.
apiece, which makes them harder to handle.
They’re also bulky and expensive to ship.
In fact, shipping can easily double the final
cost.”

Any garden vehicle or implement
equipped with standard 12-in. wheels can
benefit from added weight, says Grubb.
“That includes commercial mowers, zero
turn riding mowers, front-mounted mowers
and even utility vehicles such as Mules and
Gators.”

To install the system on tractor wheels,
you set the cross members in place at right
angles to each other, line them up with 4
existing holes in the wheels and bolt them
on. Insert the threaded end of the steel rod
into the center hole and attach from the back
side of the wheel using a lock washer and
nut. Then slide the weights over the rod until
an inch or more of the rod is exposed. To

secure the weights, fasten a locking ring to
the end of the rod and tighten.

He has also built an adapter for mounting
pancake weights on the lower lift arms of a
tractor’s 3-pt. hitch; a single adapter that at-
taches to the tractor’s drawbar; dual adapters
to mount pancake weights on a tractor’s rear
frame plate or on front; and a frame side rail
mount for counterbalancing the weight of
side delivery implements such as a sicklebar
mower or one-armed front-end loader.

He says he’s still adding new kinds of
adapters as people request them.

“I’ve heard of people who use my adapters
to install pancake weights on ground-driven
equipment for extra traction, and on tillage
equipment for extra weight. One farmer even
added pancake weights to one side of his
gravity flow wagons as a counterbalance.”

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Mike
Grubb, 1240 Walts Rd., Georgetown, Ind.
47122 (ph 502 797-4787; mgrubb@mikeg-
rubb.com).

Bud 500 Still Big

Charlie Glass built half-scale tractor models
— until he decided to tackle a Big Bud. The
monstrous size of the real tractor intrigued
him when he saw one on a television pro-
gram. When it came to building his own,
the Mechanicsburg, Penn., model builder
decided to go one-third scale.

“It’s still too wide for my trailer. | have to
take two wheels (32 by 12-in.) off to haul it,”
Glass notes about his finished model, which
is 78 in. tall, 78 in. wide and 10 ft. long.

After purchasing a couple of toy Big Buds
and downloading specs from the internet,
he purchased a used, commercial, 4-WD
Jacobson lawn mower. It had a diesel engine
to sound like a Big Bud.

He used as many parts as he could off
the mower and cut sheet metal to scale to
resemble a Big Bud.

“It’s all hydraulic driven on every set of
wheels,” Glass says. He marked and used the

hydraulics from the mower and
purchased hoses. The first time
he hooked them up he discovered
that the hoses were backwards
on the back set of tires. It was a
simple fix to switch them.

Using the swivel joints from
the mower, he notes he didn’t
have any problems with the ar-
ticulation. Getting the cab door to
open and shut properly was, oddly
enough, the most challenging part
of the project.

Glass admits that he isn’t a
showman, though people who
have seen his 1/3-scale Big Bud
encourage him to take it to local shows. The
retired welder and electrician finds satisfac-
tion in the building process —not showing his
results. Another collector purchased other
tractors he built, but Glass is hanging on to

At 1/3mI Scale

Even at 1/3 scale, Charlie Glass’s Big Bud tractor mea-
sures 78 in. tall, 78 in. wide and 10 ft. long. “I have to
take 2 wheels off just to haul it on my trailer,” he says.

the Big Bud for now.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Charlie
Glass, 35 Gettysburg Pike, Mechanicsburg,
Penn. 17055 (ph 717 766-2895).
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