Trench-Digging Wheels Added To Ford Bronco

“I turned my Ford Bronco into a ditching
machine by removing the stock wheels and
bolting on home-built 3 1/2-ft. high, 3-in.
wide steel wheels. It lets me drive through
rice and soybean fields making trench tracks
that drain unwanted water off the fields,”
says Perry Smith, Church Point, La.

Smith uses the steel wheels on his
1985 4-WD Bronco, which is powered
by a Windsor 351 cu. in. engine and a C6
automatic transmission with 5.60 gears. The
big steel wheels increased the rig’s clearance
from 10 to 24 in., which keep the truck from
getting hung up in deep mud.

“I paid $100 per wheel, which was well
worth the money,” says Smith. “The big
steel wheels leave a 3-in. wide trench up
to 12 in. deep as I drive through mud and
standing water. In rice fields I generally use
the wheels after the rice has germinated and
most of the water has been drained off the
field. Any standing water in the low spots
has to be removed. I also use the wheels to
drain standing water in soybeans after heavy
rains.”

He had a local machine shop make
the wheels, which mount on the Bronco’s
original wheel hubs. The wheels are
equipped with metal ribs on both sides,
which provides traction in deep mud. In
addition, a piece of rebar is welded to the
outer edge of each wheel in a wavy, zig zag
pattern to improve their grip.

Smith cut the front and rear fenders out in
order to make room for the big wheels. He
welded in a 1/4-in. thick steel plate above
each wheel to support the wheel wells. “I
had to cut out 6 in. of the floorboard to make
room for the wheels when turning,” says
Smith.

“I can drive across soybean fields at 20
mph. However, the solid steel wheels make
for very rough riding on the road, so the only
time I drive on a road is to cross it.”

Driving slow through deep mud can cause
the transmission oil to get hot, so Smith
mounted the radiator and fan off a small car
on front of the Bronco’s radiator for extra
cooling capacity. The radiator is protected
by a home-built rectangular bumper made
from 2-in. steel pipe.

The Bronco doesn’t have any doors or
windows. “One time [ was driving on a levee
and accidentally rolled the Bronco over,
damaging the hood, windshield and doors.
Instead of spending the money for new doors
and windows I just removed them,” notes
Smith.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Perry
Smith, Jr., 613 Saint Margaret Rd., Church
Point, La. 70525 (ph 337 278-2088).

Big wheels increase rig’s clearance from 10 to 24 in., which keeps truck from getting

hung up in deep mud.

Tilt-A-Hitch can be used
to tilt any trailer.

Tilt-A-Hitch Makes Trailer Loadlng Easy

Lane Smith designed and built a tilting
trailer hitch to load a low hot rod on his
trailer. The Sema award winning Tilt-A-
Hitch is now sold in Austrailia. Since being
discovered by FARM SHOW, the Tilt-A-
Hitch has been seen on several TV shows.
It has been on Fox Sports and on ESPN, and
in dozens of magazines.

To tilt a trailer, lower the trailer jack to
support the load, remove the blue pin, crank
the jack up, and the trailer back tilts down
for easy loading and unloading.

Smith initially built the Tilt-A-Hitch to
haul his radical, 604 cubic inch, blown ’32
coupe on a trailer behind his Kenworth
motor home. Despite adding boards and
blocks to extend the ramp, the angle was too
steep to load the coupe. Tilt-A-Hitch solved
the problem.

“I overbuilt the Tilt-A-Hitch to be bullet
proof,” Smith says. The Tilt-A-Hitch is made
of 1/4 in. and 5/16 in. steel, and mounts
to any 2-in. receiver. It has a powder coat

Almost any helght traller can be connected
to any height truck, with 12 different towing
positions over 14 in. of travel.

finish, weighs 34 1bs. and is rated for 8,000-
Ib. loads. $139.95 + shipping. Ask about the
12-volt electric jack option.

Smith is interested in adding more dealers.

Contact: FARM SHOW Followup, Lane
Smith, Tilt-A-Hitch, P.O. Box 27366,
Knoxville, Tenn. 37927 (ph 618 616-1790;
Smithmgmt@aol.com; www.tiltahitch.com
and visit us on Facebook).
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